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Annotation. One of the main issues of investigating the Kura-Araxes cultural and historical community is
to identify its local versions in the South Caucasus. At the same time, the interaction of the bearers of this cul-
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comprises kurgans dating to the Early Bronze Age. In the structure of the excavated kurgans and burial rites,
depending on the chronological stage, various and common features have been revealed. In the village of Amili,
Gabala district, three Early Bronze Age kurgans were studied. The complex structure of these kurgans draws
special attention. A dolmen-shaped megalithic structure discovered in one of them stands out. Interestingly,
the large stones which this structure was built with are cut in the form of anthropomorphic idols. Lines of var-
ious sizes were carved on them. The crescent-shaped structures laid out of stone under the kurgan mound are
also of interest. The group of pottery has the “staining” property, that is, if you touch it, your hands get stained.
Such pottery is not typical for the Kura-Araxes community. The structure of the kurgans and the technological
indicators of pottery show that in the 4th-3rd millennia BC there were close ties between the northern regions
of Azerbaijan and the North Caucasus.
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TABAJINMHCKUE KYPT'AHBI B KOHTEKCTE CBA3EN
HA KABKA3E B 3II0XY PAHHEY BEPOH3bI

Annomayus. OJTHOM M3 OCHOBHBIX IPOOJIEM HCCIIEIOBAaHUN Kypa-apaKCKOH KyJIbTypPHO-HCTOPHUYECKOH
OOIIIHOCTY fIBJISETCA BBIIBJIEHUE €€ JIOKATIbHBIX BapuaHToB Ha IOxxHOM KaBkase. B To 'ke BpeMs B3anMo/ieli-
CTBMe HOCUTeJIel 3TO OOLIHOCTH ¢ HaceJleHHeM JIPYTUX PerHOHOB Tak:Ke IOBJIMAIO Ha POPMUPOBAHHE 3THUX
JIOKaJIbHBIX BapuaHTOB. C 3TOM TOUKY 3pEHU UHTEPECHBI PE3YJIbTAThI NCCIIEA0BAHNS TAMATHUKOB ['abanH-
CKOTO PaiioHa, PACIIOJIOKEHHOTO B CEBEPHOM pervioHe Azepbaiikana. Ha reppuropun paiioHa oOHapyKeHbI
apXeoJIOTHYecKHe aMATHUKH, OTHOCAIIMECH K Pa3HbIM neproaaM. OIpeiesIeHHYIO0 IPYIITY COCTaBIIAIOT Kyp-
T'aHbI, OTHOCAIIIMECH K 3TI0XE PaHHEH OPOH3HI. B cTpyKType pacKOIIaHHbBIX KypraHOB M OTPebaIbHBIX 00pszax
B 3aBHCHMOCTH OT XPOHOJIOTHUECKOTO 3TaIla BbISBJIEHBI PA3/IMUHbIE U 00111He 4epThl. B ceste Amunu ['abannH-
CKOTO paiioHa W3y4YeHbl TPU KypraHa SI0XH paHHel 6ponsbl. O6paiaeTr Ha cebs BHUMAaHUE CJIOKHOE CTPO-
€HUe 3TUX KypraHoB. B To jke BpeMs 0OHapyKEHHOE B OJJHOM U3 HUX JI0JIbMEHOOOPAa3HOE METATUTUIECKOE
COOpY’KEHHE IPUBJIEKAET BHUMAHIE CBOEH YHUKAIBHOCTHIO. VIHTEPECHO, UYTO OOJIBIINE KAMHHU, U3 KOTOPBIX
IIOCTPOEHO 3TO COOPYKEHUE, BBHIIIOJIHEHBI B BH/Ie aHTPOIOMOPGHBIX UJ10y10B. Ha HUX BbIpe3aHbl IIyOOKueE
JINHUH Pa3HOro padmepa. VIHTepecHBI U coopy:keHus B (hOpMe MOJIyMeCsI[a, BHIJIO?KEHHbIE U3 KaMHs 10| Ha-
CBIITBIO KypraHoB. I'pyIiiia KEpaMHUKH UMEET CBOUCTBO «IIauKaomencsi». Takas KepaMuKa He XapaKTepHa JJIst
Kypa-apakckoi obimHoctu. CTPYKTypa KypraHoB, TEXHOJIOTUYECKUE [TOKa3aTeJId KEPAMUKH IOKa3bIBAIOT, UYTO
B IV-III ThIC. /10 H.3. CYII[ECTBOBAJIU TECHBIE CBA3Y CEBEPHBIX paiioHOB A3epbatikana ¢ CeBepHbIM KaBkazom.
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Introduction

The Early Bronze Age kurgans located on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan
(Fig. 1) comprise an original group of archaeological objects that differ in their features
from other burial sites of this period and are of undeniable research interest. Three of
them were studied by us in Gabala district. After the excavation of the kurgan in the vil-
lage of Dizakhly of Gabala district, carried out by S. Gaziev in 1966 [1], there have been
no excavations of this type of sites in Gabala district until recently. In 2013, the expe-
dition of the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography of ANAS led by N.A. Museibli
discovered previously unrecorded kurgans in the village of Beyuk Amili; two of them
were excavated and studied in the same year, the third being excavated in 2020. All the
studied sites date back to the Early Bronze Age.

Results of the excavations

Kurgan 1 is located on the right side of the Gabala-Agdash road, passing through
the village of Beyuk Amili. As a result of anthropogenic impacts this kurgan undergone
more severe destruction, therefore, it was decided to start excavations from there. Since
the kurgan was located directly by the highway, the mound, made of river pebbles with
soil, was badly damaged. As a result, it was possible to determine the parameters of the
mound only approximately: the diameter is slightly more than 20 m, and the maximum
height, preserved only in a small part in the center of the mound, was 1 m.

After the removal of the mound, in the eastern part of the kurgan a burial chamber
dug in the yellowish subsoil was discovered. The dark grey spot of the burial pit stood
out clearly against the background of the subsoil. The burial chamber in the west-east
direction was 1.8 m long, 1 m wide and 90 cm deep. The chamber filling consisted of dark
grey soil (perhaps river soil) with river pebbles. At the same time, the number of pebbles
decreased as they approached the bottom of the chamber.

The skeleton remains of the buried were discovered in the eastern part of the burial
chamber in a disorderly state, the skull of the buried was in the central part of the cham-
ber. To the south of the west-aligned skull was a fragment of the knee bone; a little (20
cm) to the east of the skull were several ribs, a pelvis and parts of the backbone. The arm
and leg bones were missing, and no archaeological material was found. Only a few pieces
of obsidian without traces of processing were revealed among the stones of the kurgan
mound. It is possible that the discovered burial represents the rite of fragmentation of
the deceased, and not the result of a grave robbery, since no traces of it were found. We
can assume that during the burial, not all parts of the buried were placed in the grave.

Kurgan 2 is located 200 m southeast of Kurgan 1 on a private farm territory. As a
result of agricultural works the mound was partially destroyed. The kurgan mound was
laid out of river pebbles and gritstone with soil admixture. At the same time, larger
stones (70x50x40 cm, etc.) were concentrated in the central part. The kurgan was 15 m
in diameter, 70 cm high.
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In the course of clearing and removing the stone mound in the central part of the
kurgan, a large amount of ochre mixed with the soil was revealed and observed up to the
level of the ancient ground surface. The ochre was sprinkled in the shape of a semicircle
or crescent, with its open side facing north. The width of the “crescent” strip was 3 m on
the average (Fig. 2, 1). The inner diameter of the semicircle was circa 4.8-5.0 m, and the
outer one — circa 9.6-9.8 m. During the excavations of the mound, among the stones,
directly above the ancient ground surface, one obsidian fragment was found without
traces of processing.

In the central part of the kurgan, edged on three sides (from the south, east and west)
by a “crescent”, under densely laid large stones there was a kurgan-shaped earthen
mound about 5 m in diameter, up to 25-30 cm thick (Fig. 2, 2), seemingly made of the
earth removed from the burial chamber.

A spot of a rectangular shape burial pit with rounded corners, 1.8x1.3 m in size, ori-
ented with the long axis almost along the east-west line (with a slight deviation to the
SWW), was located in the center of the kurgan at the level of the ancient ground surface
at a depth of 70 cm from the top of the mound. The pit filling consisted of soil with river
pebbles and ochre. In the upper part of the filling, on an area with a diameter of 70 cm,
an abundant accumulation of ochre was observed. Going deeper, the amount of ochre
in the filling of the grave chamber decreased and gradually disappeared. The bottom
of the burial pit was located at a depth of 1.8 m from the ancient surface. The pit had a
sub-rectangular shape with rounded corners and slightly narrowed towards the bottom;
the dimensions of the chamber at the bottom level were 1.3 x 0.70 cm. The burial cham-
ber was also oriented with a long axis to the east-west with a slight inclination to the
northeast-southwest (Fig. 2, 3).

The skeleton of the buried, discovered on the chamber floor, was covered with thin
dark brown organic ashes. The buried lay on the back, in the east-west direction (with a
slight SSW inclination in accordance with the configuration of the pit), the head orient-
ed to the west, with arms bent at the elbows, towards the shoulders, with legs strongly
bent at the knees, with the feet closer to the pelvis. The skull was turned with the facial
bones to the right, to the south (Fig. 2, 4). No archaeological finds were discovered near
the buried.

Thus, in the course of the burial rite, first a burial pit was dug, on the bottom of which
the deceased was laid and covered with a blanket. Then the burial chamber was filled up
with soil and stones, while on the upper level, along with soil filling and stones, the pit
was densely covered with ochre. After filling the chamber, a small earthen mound 25-30
cm thick and 5 m in diameter was erected above it, and large stones were laid on top of
this mound. At the next stage, a much larger stone mound was laid, about 15 m in diam-
eter, during the construction of which ochre was sprinkled in the form of a semicircle in
the center of the kurgan.

Basing on radiocarbon analysis of the bone of the buried (Beta — 356781. Cal BC 2560
to 2350), Kurgan 2 was dated to the middle — third quarter of the 3rd millennium BC,
i.e. the last stage of the Early Bronze Age.

101



History, Archeology and Ethnography of the Caucasus V.19.Ne° 1, 2023

Kurgan 3 is located on the southeastern edge of the village Beyuk Amili, surrounded
by crop fields. It was 16 m in diameter, 50-60 cm high (Fig. 3, 1). The mound consisted
of gritstone mixed with soil. Because of the accumulation of large stones, the territory of
the kurgan had not been plowed.

During the clearing of the mound, it was established that the stones in the northeast-
ern sector were laid more densely and concentrated. In this part of the kurgan mound, a
large dolmen-like structure made of gritstone (90x90x20 ¢m, 90x80x30 cm, etc.) was
cleared, oriented with a long axis in the west-east alignment (Fig. 3, 1, 4) and surround-
ed by a dense layer of smaller stones, pebbles. This structure was 3.2 m long in total,
more than 1 m wide and the inner corridor-like space was 60-70 cm wide. Large, edge-
wise stones that made up the structure were used to make the inner surface of its walls
smooth. These stones were possibly slightly leveled.

As the excavations continued, it was found that this structure was a kind of a pas-
sage-dromos to a large burial chamber-pit. The corridor-shape inner part of this passage
was filled with earth and relatively small stones. At the western end, next to the burial
pit, the upper part of the passage was covered with a large stone (1.3x0.9x0.35 m) laid
transversely (Fig. 5, 1-3), which formed a rectangular arch about 1.0 m high. In this part,
the “dromos” rested on stones laid out in a burial pit about 1.0 m deep, and its eastern
half lay on the subsoil and went out to the edge of the kurgan mound. This narrow pas-
sage, which in fact, did not lead to the burial chamber, was apparently practically unused
and had a symbolic meaning.

On the stones that make up this structure, deep incisions were carved in different
directions. The upper (front) surface of the stone covering this “dromos” was complete-
ly incised with such lines (Fig. 4, 1; 6, 1). On other stones, lines were also cut only on
their upper surfaces (Fig. 4, 1, 2) and, probably, already after the construction of this
passage-dromos. On two large stones in the northern wall of the “dromos”, deep lines
were also carved in different directions (Fig. 6, 2, 3). Stones of various sizes with such
lines were also revealed among the stones around the megalith and in other parts of the
stone mound (Fig. 4, 3, 4; 6; 7). On the sides, some stones with lines from the described
construction and from the mound were processed, apparently in order to give them an
elongated (anthropomorphic) shape.

In the course of clearing and removing the stone mound, it was revealed that the
stones in the northwestern sector were laid out in a concentrated manner, forming a
rectangular-oval platform, oriented along with the “dromos” located at its eastern end
in the east-west direction. After the removal of the first layer of this stone cluster, in the
lower layer oval-shaped ledges made of stones at the corners of this site were recorded
(Fig. 3, 2). It should be noted that these ledges filled with stones were deepened in the
subsoil up to 0.5 m.

At the same level with this platform covering the burial pit, in the southern part of the
kurgan, a dense pavement made of river pebbles was revealed, forming a crescent, with
its open side facing the burial chamber. For the construction of this structure, a trench of
the same shape was dug in the subsoil to a depth of 15-20 cm and then filled with stones.

102



Hcropus, apxeosiorus u stHorpagusa Kaskasa T.19. N° 1. 2023

The width of the “crescent” in the center was more than 1.5 m; the distance between the
ends was 10 m (Fig. 3, 2).

As a result of the clearing of the stone platform with a dromos in the northeastern
sector, a sub-rectangular burial pit filled with stones with rounded corners, oriented
along the east-west line with a long axis was uncovered. It was 8.3 m long, about 4 m
wide, 1.3 m deep from the ancient surface and 1.9 m from the top of the kurgan. The
depth of the main part of the 6 m long chamber was 1.3 m and the stepped 2.3 m long
entrance on the eastern side — 0.6 m (Fig. 3, 3). The side walls of the chamber were
slightly inclined downwards. In the central part of the burial chamber at a depth of 50
cm, 1.5 m to the northwest of the “dromos”, a 40 cm high stone column, with a cross
section of 15x25 cm was dug in (Fig. 5, 4). No traces of any overlapping of the burial
pit were discovered.

Poorly preserved remains of 21 human skeletons (according to the remains of skulls)
were revealed in the near-bottom 50-60-cm depth of the burial pit filling. The bones
were scattered, lying chaotically, unsystematic. Anatomically intact skeletons and joints
were not observed. Only in one case could it be assumed that here the burial was carried
out on the side. Clearly, the burials were made over a long period of time, and with each
new sub-burial, the order of the previous human remains was disturbed. It is notewor-
thy that almost every skull was accompanied by a thigh or ankle bone laying on the side.
At the same time, it is possible that the scattered skeleton remains in the burial chamber
are the result of a multiple burial practice.

Along with human remains, 39 ceramic vessels relatively intact and in fragments from
the early stage of the Kura-Araxes cultural-historical community (CHC) were revealed in
the burial chamber. 13 of them were restored. No other artifacts were found. The vessels
and their fragments were placed irregularly, randomly; it is impossible to determine
their connection with specific human remains.

All the vessels are of dark grey and ochre red color. In some cases, areas on the sur-
face of one dark grey vessel have red-brown spots, and vice versa — the surface of a red-
ochre vessel has dark grey spots, which reflects the uneven firing of the vessels. Pottery
consists of relatively large, two or three-handled wide-necked containers (Fig. 8, 1-3),
two-handled pot-shaped vessels with a low (Fig. 8, 4-5) and relatively high wide neck
(Fig. 9), one of which has one handle (Fig. 9, 3), and deep rounded bowls with an unex-
pressed rim (Fig. 10). The ornament on pottery is completely absent.

All the handles on these vessels are vertical, slightly elongated, and have a “semi-spher-
ical” shape, a characteristic feature for the pottery of the Kura-Araxes culture. The han-
dles of the pot-shaped vessels with a low neck connect the mouth to the shoulder, while
the handles of the pot-shaped vessels with a high neck are, in most cases, attached with
the upper end to the middle of the neck, and the lower end to the shoulders. Two bowls
also have elongated hemispherical handles, some have protrusions-handles or han-
dle-holders (Fig. 10, 3). Some bowls are unevenly molded and have an asymmetrical
shape; the bottom of some of them is concave.

All the vessels are made of clay with sand admixture. The surface of most of the ves-
sels is covered with a thick whitish patina. Due to poor-quality composition and poorly
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elutriated dough and weak firing some of them crumble. Almost all reddish-brown
(ochre) colored vessels are categorized as “staining surface” pottery.

The presented pottery and the burial custom make it possible to determine the chro-
nology of Kurgan 3. Repeated mass graves in large burial chambers, which clearly rep-
resent long-functioning family-clan burial vaults, are typical of the first stage of the Ku-
ra-Araxes CHC. The technical, typological and morphological characteristics of pottery
found in Amili Kurgan 3 also testify its belonging to this period. Similar pottery vessels
were found, in particular, in Kurgan 5 of the Uzun-Rama burial ground (Goranboy dis-
trict of the Republic of Azerbaijan) belonging to the Kura-Araxes CHC. The radiocarbon
dates of this kurgan are 3629-3373 BC (Laboratory ID: IAAA-153414), i.e. the kurgan
dates back to the second — third quarter of the 4th millennium BC [2, pp. 179—-180,
182]. We should also mention that in Uzun Rama Kurgan 5, a mass burial was also car-
ried out, which is typical for the first stage of the Kura-Araxes CHC. On the basis of the
above-stated, we date Kurgan 3 of the Amili burial ground the mid-4th millennium BC.

Discussion

The results of the excavations in the Amili kurgans should be interpreted in three
directions: 1) the structure of the kurgans; 2) burial rite; 3) pottery. Based on this, it is
important to interpret the results of the excavations of the Amili kurgans in a local and
regional context.

Kurgan structures. All the kurgans of the Amili burial ground had mounds, which
were initially stone mounds that eventually were “covered” with soil. Particular attention
should be paid to the “lunar structures” revealed in Kurgans 2 and 3 at the level of the
ancient ground surface. In Kurgan 2, it was sprinkled with a layer of ochre, and in Kur-
gan 3, a large crescent was laid out from a layer of stones. In both cases, they bordered
the burial chambers on the south/southwest side. Undoubtedly, these “constructions” in
the form of a crescent are associated with funeral ceremonies, with astral religious ideas
of the population that left these kurgans behind.

In the South Caucasus, in some Chalcolithic era kurgans of the Leilatepe culture, there
were stone inlays in the shape of a crescent/horseshoe [3]. However, such inlays in these
kurgans somehow differ from the “crescents” in the Early Bronze Age kurgans, mainly
with more closed forms.

Lunar constructions were found in the Early Bronze Age burial sites, both in the South
and the North Caucasus. For instance, in Khachbulag Kurgan 1 (Dashkesan district of
the Republic of Azerbaijan), a crescent-form mound made of yellow clay was found sur-
rounding the main burial chamber from the south [4, p. 37]. In its structure and shape
this “crescent” of the Khachbulag Kurgan 1 is identical to the “crescent” of the Amili
Kurgan 2.

A crescent-shape stone pavement around the grave was revealed in Kudurlu Kurgan
2, unearthed in Sheki district (Fig. 11, 4). Just like in Amili Kurgan 3, it surrounded the
burial structure on the south side. The “crescent” in the central part was 3 m wide, the
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inner diameter and the distance between its ends were 10 m and the outer diameter was
equal to max 14 m [5, p. 94].

A “crescent” form large stone laying surrounding burial chamber from the southwest
was also found in Kurgan 1 in the second group of the Early Bronze Age kurgans (Fig. 12,
1), explored near the village Kishpek in Kabardino-Balkaria [6, fig. 3]. The “crescents”
in the kurgans of Kudurlu and Kishpek are similar in shape and arrangement of the lu-
nar laying in Amili Kurgan 3 and indicate a certain similarity of their burial customs.
Crescent-shape stone structures were also revealed in the Late Bronze Age and the Early
Iron Age burial sites in the South Caucasus [7]. We assume that the idea of the “crescent”
appeared in the North Caucasus under the influence of the South Caucasus tradition.

The oval stone protuberances along the edges at the upper level of the burial chamber in
Amili Kurgan 3 vaguely resemble similar laying of Kurgan 1 of the Kudurlu burial ground
(Fig. 11, 2): here, oval-rounded stone layings along the perimeter surrounded the central
stone mound of the kurgan at the level of the ancient ground surface [5, pp. 90—91].

The megalithic structure in the form of a “dromos” passage (Fig. 4; Fig. 5) revealed in
Amili Kurgan 3 is of particular interest. All the large side stones used in its construction,
as well as the slab for blocking the passage, are carved on the “front” surface with deep
lines of various lengths and directions. These incised lines were applied disorderly and
do not depict any particular object. It can be assumed that they were incised into the
stone during the burial rite in the kurgan and, taking into account the repeated burials
that took place here, it is possible that they were applied each time at each burial.

Almost all stones of this design had a flattened-elongated pear shape (Fig. 6). As not-
ed above, such stones of various sizes were also found around the “dromos” passage
and among the stones of the kurgan mound (Fig. 7). The edges of most of the stones
were slightly processed, apparently with the aim of giving them some form, possibly
anthropomorphic. Since none of these stones reflect obvious human features, it can be
assumed that they represent some kind of stone idols.

Facts of the use of stones, steles of an anthropomorphic appearance were repeatedly
recorded in the Chalcolithic and Bronze Age burial sites of the Caucasus. In the burial
chamber of the Seyidli kurgan (Khachmaz district of the Republic of Azerbaijan), belong-
ing to the Leilatepe culture, a large river stone resembling a human figure was found [8,
p. 27]. In the mound of the Early Bronze Age Kurgan 3 of the Gobustan archaeological
complex, a 1.4 m high anthropomorphic oblong stone slab was discovered, originally set
vertically — its upper part was hewn on both sides, conventionally representing the head
and shoulders of a human being [9, pp. 36-37]. A fragment of an anthropomorphic tuff
slab was found in the mound of the Middle Bronze Age Hasansu kurgan (Agstafa district
of the Republic of Azerbaijan) [10, p. 25]. In Nakhchivan, on the Nabi Yurdu plateau,
which is part of the Gemigaya complex of sites, at an altitude of 3200 m above sea level,
in the Late Bronze Age burial kurgan, a vertically installed 1.6 m high stone resembling
a human figure was found as well [11, p. 37].

The closest analogues of the stone idols found in Amili Kurgan 3 seem to be presented
in the Early Bronze Age burial complexes of Kabardino-Balkaria. Here, in the already
mentioned Kishpek Kurgan 1, two stone slabs covering the top of the stone box-type
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burial were anthropomorphic steles (Fig. 12, 2, 3). Stone anthropomorphic steles have
been discovered here in kurgans belonging to different stages of the Bronze Age. They
were often of secondary use as a building material in the construction of kurgans. So,
among the stones of the mound of the Scythian time kurgan near the village Nartan, two
anthropomorphic stone steles (Fig. 12, 4, 5), resembling in shape the stone “idols” 1 and
3 of Amili Kurgan 3 (Fig. 6, 1, 3) were found. The upper part of the large (135x66x63
cm) stele from Nartan is covered with deep incised lines-grooves forming a mesh pattern
(Fig. 12, 5), which to a certain extent also resembles the stones with incised lines of Amili
Kurgan 3. It is assumed that these stone idols were first kept in heathen temples, and
later, in the Early Bronze Age and subsequent periods, having lost their original mean-
ing, were reused in kurgans [6, pp. 219-220, 243-251, Fig. 42, 4]. Unlike them, the idols
of the Amili Kurgan 3 were initially used in the burial rite.

Speaking about the structure of the kurgans, one more interesting point should be
mentioned. Around the main burial chamber of Kurgan 3 in Kishpek, at the level of the
ancient ground surface, 6 oval pits filled with several layers of stones were revealed;
no artifacts were found in them [6, Fig. 21, p. 194]. Similar stone accumulations were
revealed in two places at different levels and in Kudurlu Kurgan 2 [5, p. 91]. The same
accumulation of stones in a round pit was discovered in the Shamkirchay Kurgan 2 of
the mid-3rd millennium BC: here, in the area between the central burial chamber and
the cromlech, a pit 90x90 cm in diameter, 25 cm deep was dug in the subsoil, filled
with densely packed river pebbles; no artifacts were found in it either [12, p. 105]. The
purpose of such pits, which are undoubtedly related to the burial ritual, is not yet clear.

Funeral rites. Speaking about the funeral rite, we should note again that the burial
chamber of Amili Kurgan 3, to which the “dromos” passage led and in which the remains
of 21 buried were found, was a long-term family and ancestral burial-vault. Under-kur-
gan burial structures, in which multiple burials were made, are known not only in Gaba-
la district, where the Amili kurgans are located, but also in other districts of the Republic
of Azerbaijan [1; 2; 13 and others]. However, in the latter, human skeletons were found
directly at the level of the chamber bottom, in contrast to the burial in Amili Kurgan 3,
and the chambers were clearly not used repeatedly; burials were made in a very short
period of time, possibly at once. Besides, they contain traces of strong fire in the burial
chamber, which was not recorded in Amili. That is, we can say about a significant differ-
ence in the funeral rituals.

The method of burial of the deceased in the Amili kurgan 2 — on the back with strongly
bent legs and arms bent at the elbows, hands lying at the shoulders — is an extremely rare
occurrence for the Early Bronze Age of the Caucasus. A similar position of the corpse, i.e.
on the back with legs bent to the pelvis was observed in the above-mentioned Khachbu-
lag Kurgan 1, but in our case the left hand of the deceased was rested on the stomach,
and the right hand was extended along the body [4, p. 38, fig. 6]. A burial in a similar
position was also found in the Early Bronze Age Kurgan XXII in Trialeti [14, Table 2, 3].
Lastly, the closest analogue in the position of the buried is also in the mentioned Kurgan
1 of the Kudurlu burial ground (Fig. 11, 1): here, too, the burial was performed on the
back with legs strongly bent to the pelvis, but the hands bent at the elbows rested on the
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stomach. The skeleton was discovered at the level of the ancient ground surface, with
its head to the west. In Kudurlu Kurgan 2, the shin bones of the buried’s legs were laid
across on the thigh-bones [5, p. 92, 103], which suggests a rite of dismemberment (?).

In addition, it should be noted that in all of the five abovementioned kurgans (Amili 2,
Khachbulag 1, Kudurlu 1 and 2, Trialeti XXI), the deceased were buried in the west-east
alignment with their heads to the west. In these sites, there seems to be a clear similarity
in this detail of the funeral rites. We should also point out that the large burial chambers
of the Kura-Araxes CHC kurgans were also often built in the west-east direction with
their entrance from the east side [2; 13], as in Amili Kurgan 3, which is much older than
the first ones.

Pottery. Pottery material, represented by clay vessels, was found only in Amili Kurgan
3. These are red-ochre and dark grey containers and pot-shaped vessels, bowls. As al-
ready noted, most of the red-ochre vessels belong to the category of the so-called pottery
with “staining surface”, which is not characteristic for the pottery of the Kura-Araxes
CHC, but is widespread on the sites of the North Caucasus [18, pp. 351-352], is also pre-
sented in the mentioned Kishpek kurgans [6]. But, on the other hand, the representative
ceramic complex of Amili Kurgan 3 typologically represents typical samples of pottery of
the Kura-Araxes CHC. It is possible that here we are dealing with a combination of two
technological traditions.

Out of the Early Bronze Age sites, “staining pottery” was found only in the Telman-
kend kurgans in the south of Azerbaijan (Astara district of the Republic of Azerbaijan)
[15, pp. 13-14]. We would like to note that previously attention was drawn to the fact
that the bronze spearhead found in the Telmankend Kurgan 1 is similar to those from
the sites of the Novosvobodnenski culture of the North Caucasus [16, p. 109], the date of
which is determined in the range of the second — third quarter of the 4th millennium BC
[17, pp. 80-93]. The Telmankend kurgans can be attributed to the same period and their
relation to the Novosvobodnenski culture can be assumed.

In conclusion, we would like point out that the smallest processed anthropomorphic
(?) stone found in the mound of Amili Kurgan 3 is interesting in its shape (Fig. 7, 6) and,
possibly, is an imitation of a dagger: broad-leaved daggers known from the sites of No-
vosvobodnenski culture, i.e. from Kishpek Kurgan 1, have a similar shape. (Fig. 7, 7) [6,

fig. 9, 13].

Conclusion

The studied Amili kurgans in Gabala district of the Republic of Azerbaijan, together
with the previously studied kurgans in the north-west of Azerbaijan, make it possible
to identify a local variant of the Kura-Araxes CHC in this zone. At the same time, it
should be noted that, judging by the available data, Amili Kurgan 3 dates from the mid-
3rd quarter of the 4th millennium BC, and kurgans Amili 2, Khachbulag 1 (Dashkesan
district of the Republic of Azerbaijan), Kudurlu 1 and 2 (Sheki district of the Republic
of Azerbaijan) belong to the mid-3rd millennium BC. Despite the significant difference
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in time, they, as noted above, reflect a lot in common in the funeral rituals. These are
stone mounds, crescent-shaped inlays made of stone, clay, ochre, framing burial pits
by them on the south/southwest side, obsidian flakes found in the kurgan, ochre, small
round-oval inlays adjacent to stone mounds above the burial pits, stone constructions in
the form of passages-dromos, burials on the back with legs strongly bent to the pelvis,
orientation of burial chambers and burials in the west-east direction. Kurgans Amili 2,
Khachbulag 1, Kudurli 1 and 2 bring together the fact of the absence or very limited pres-
ence of archaeological artifacts.

As noted, the closest analogues of large lunar layings and stone anthropomorphic
“idols” from kurgans Amili 3 and Kudurlu Kurgan 1 were found in the Early Bronze Age
kurgans near the villages Kishpek and Nartan in Kabardino-Balkaria in the North Cau-
casus. The red-ochre “staining pottery” discovered in the Amili Kurgan 3 is associated
with the Kura-Araxes culture in its morphological features, and is close to the North
Caucasian traditions in its technological features, which raises the question of contacts
between the population of these regions in the Early Bronze Age. It can be assumed that
this is a reflection of local migrations from north to south. As a result, a group of syncret-
ic sites emerged in the northwestern region of Azerbaijan (Gabala, Sheki, Dashkesan),
combining the features of the Kura-Araxes CHC, on the one hand, and the Novosvobodni
culture of the North Caucasus, on the other.

R.M.Munchayev, on the basis of studies of domestic sites on the territory of Chechnya
and Ingushetia, came to the conclusion that there were syncretic sites in these regions,
which appeared under the strong influence of the Kura-Araxes culture as a result of the
penetration of certain ethnic groups from the South Caucasus into these territories [18,
pp- 364-365]. Based on the excavations of the Kishpek and Kudurlu kurgans, research-
ers noted the interaction between the inhabitants of the North and South Caucasus [19;
20]. The excavations of the Amili kurgans in the Gabala district once again show that
these movements of the tribes were mutual throughout the entire period of the Early
Bronze Age and, possibly, were due to economic and cultural needs. At the same time,
judging by the dating of Amili Kurgan 3, these connections are already recorded for mid-
4th millennium BC, and this at the same time raises the question of the probable earlier
dating of the Kishpek kurgans.
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Caspian Sea

2

Fig. 1. Location of Early Bronze Age kurgans on the territory of Azerbaijan mentioned in the article: 1-3 — Amili kurgans;
4 - Khachbulag kurgan; 5, 6 — Kyudurlin kurgans; 7, 8 — Telmankend kurgans; 9 — Shamkirchay kurgan

Puc. 1. MecTonosi0:keHre KypraHOB SII0XY paHHeH GPOH3HI Ha TEPPUTOPUM A3epOaii/kaHa, yIIOMHHAEMBIX B CTaThe:
1-3 — AMIUIHCKUE KypraHbl; 4 — Xaubysarckuil Kypras; 5, 6 — KioypauHckue Kypraasl; 7, 8 — TeslbMaHKeH/ICKYE
Kyprassl; 9 — [[Tamkupyaiickuil Kypraan
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HUcropusna, apxeosiorua u arHorpacdua Kaskasza

P =

Fig. 2. Amili Kurgan 2. Construction stages (1-3) and burial (1a)

Puc. 2. AMuInHCKHEH Kypral NQ 2. Jtambl coopy:KeHus (1-3) u norpebenue (1a)
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Fig. 3. Amili Kurgan 3. Construction stages

Puc. 3. AvMunuHCKU# Kyprad NO 3. DTalbl COOPYKEeHUS
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Fig. 4. Amili Kurgan 3. Passage-dromos to the burial chamber and idol stones with cut-in lines

Puc. 4. AMminHCcKuH Kypral N2 3. ITpoxo/i- «IpoMoc» K IOrpebaybHOM KaMepe 1 KaMHU-U/I0JIbI C BPE3HBIMU JIMHUSMHU
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4

Fig. 5. Amili Kurgan 3. Dolmen-like passage-dromos to the burial chamber (1-3) and vertical stone (4) in the chamber

Puc. 5. AMuinHacku# kKyprad N@ 3. JI0J1bMeHOTIOI0OHBIH POXO/I-«APOMOC» K morpebaabHoit Kamepe (1-3) u
BEepPTUKAJIbHBINA KaMeHb (4) B Kamepe
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Fig. 6. Amili Kurgan 3. Anthropomorphic idols (1-8) of the passage-dromos

Puc. 6. AMminHCKUH Kypral N2 3. Aarponiomopdusie uosisl (NON@ 1-8) mpoxoza-«apomoca»
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Fig. 7. Anthropomorphic idols from the mound of the Amili Kurgan 3 (1-6 — No. 9-14) and a bronze dagger from the
Kishpek Kurgan 1 (7 — according to I.M. Chechenov, 1984)

Puc. 7. AHTportoMOpdHbIE U/I0JIBI U3 HACHIITH AMIJTHHCKOTO KypraHa N2 3 (1-6 - NoN?Q 9-14) u 6pOH30BbIN KUHKAJ U3
Kumnekckoro kyprada N2 1 (7 - mo .M. YeueHoBy, 1984)
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Fig. 8. Amili Kurgan 3. Large containers (1-3) and pot-shaped vessels (4-5)

Puc. 8. AmunnHCKui Kyprad NO 3. KpymHbie TapHbIe (1-3) U TOPIIKOOOPa3HbIe COCYABI (4-5)
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Fig. 9. Amili Kurgan 3. Pot-shaped vessels

Puc. 9. AMmiuHCku# Kypras N 3. T'opmkoobpa3Hble coCyabl
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Fig. 10. Amili Kurgan 3. Bowls

Puc. 10. AMmwtnHCcku# Kyprad N2 3. Mucku
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Fig. 11. Kyudurlyu kurgans (according to T.I. Akhundov, 2001)

Puc. 11. Kionypsiuackue kypraus (o T.J1. AXyHzi0BY, 2001)
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Fig. 12. Kishpek Kurgan 1 with a stone paving in the form of a crescent moon (1), anthropomorphic idols from Kishpek
Kurgan 1 (2, 3) and anthropomorphic idols from Nartan kurgan (4, 5) (according to I.M. Chechenov, 1984)

Puc. 12. Kumnekckuii kypran NQ 1 ¢ KaMeHHOH BBIKJIAJIKOH B BU/Ie OJIyMecsIa (1), aHTpornoMopgHbIE UAOJIbI U3

Kummnekckoro kyprana NO 1 (2, 3) u autponomopdHble unoss u3 Haprauckoro kyprana (4, 5)
(o .M. YeueHoBy, 1984)
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