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Abstract. As a result of archaeological supervision in Derbent, conducted in 2020, a section
of a medieval northern city necropolis on a Muslim burial site was identified, located behind the
northern city defensive wall. More than 80 sarcophagus-like tombstones were discovered, made of
single stone monoliths and consisting of the upper part — the body, and a protruding rectangular
plinth. They can be divided into three main types: 1 — with a semicircular cross-section of the body
(semi-cylindrical), 2 — with a pointed cross-section, 3 — with a rectangular cross-section of the body.
We point out Sarcophagi Nos. 1-3, two of which (Sarcophagi Nos. 1, 2) have a figure image on top
of the body — an eight-pointed star or simplified hectogram — a well-known Muslim symbol rub ‘al-
Hizb or najmat al-Quds associated with one of the main shrines of Muslim mosque, the Dome of
the Rock (Masjid Qubbat as-Sahra) in Jerusalem, also known as the “Seljuk star” (Turk. Selcuklu
Yildiz1), which became widespread in the Seljuk Empire in architectural decoration and decorative
and applied art (artistic ceramics, metal) in different variations. The length of the body of the
identified sarcophagi ranges from 52 to 266 cm with a width of 19-68 cm and a height of 13-56 cm;
the length of the plinth ranges from 68 cm to 288 cm with a width of 40-95 cm and a thickness of
5-10 cm. The dimensions of the sarcophagi most likely reflect three age categories of the buried:
children, adolescents, and adults. Sarcophagus No. 40 has an epitaph in Arabic in Kufic script of the
11th — 12th c. All sarcophagi located in situ are oriented westbound and mark the location of burials
under them, obviously having the same orientation and made in elongated rectangular stone boxes
(cists). The identified sarcophagi date back to the last third of the 11th — 12th c. and their presence in
Derbent and Dagestan is associated with the Seljuk military-political and ethno-cultural expansion
in the Eastern Caucasus.

Keywords: Caucasus; Derbent; medieval Muslim necropolis; tombstones; sarcophagi; Seljuks.

Annomayun. B pesynbrare IpOBeZeHHsA apXeoJIOTHYecKUX HabmogeHuii B JlepOeHrte,
MIPOBEJIEHHBIX B 2020 T., ObUI BBIABJIEH MYyCYJIbMAaHCKUM MOTUWJIBHUK, IPEACTABIIAIONIUN yIaCTOK
CPEIHEBEKOBOTO CEBEPHOTO T'OPOJICKOTO HEKPOIIOJIs, PACIOJIaraBIIerocs 3a CEBEPHOU TOPOCKOU
000pOHUTENBLHON cTeHOU. Bpuio oOHapykeHo Oosiee 80 capkogdarooOpa3HbIX HaAMOTHIbHBIX
MIaMATHUKOB, U3TOTOBJIEHHBIX U3 €JUHOTO KAMEHHOTO MOHOJIUTA U COCTOSIIUX U3 BEPXHEHN YacTH —
KOpITyca M BBICTYIAOIIETO IPAMOYTOJIBHOTO IUIHHTA. OHU MPECTAB/IAIOT HA TPU OCHOBHBIX THIIA:
1 — ¢ TOJIyKPYTJIBIM ceYeHneM Kopiryca (OTyIUINHAPUYECKHE), 2 — CO CTPEIbYAThIM CeUEeHUEM, 3
— ¢ IPSIMOYTOJIbHBIM CceYeHHeM KopIyca. Beiensaiores capkodaru NONO 1-3, 1Ba U3 KOTOPHIX (cap-
kogaru N2N© 1, 2) UMeIoT PUTypHbIe N300paKeHNs Ha BepXy KOpITyca — 5TO BOCbMUKOHEUHAs 3BE3-
Jla WU YIPOIlleHHAas: OKTOrpaMMa — M3BECTHBIM MYyCyJIbMAaHCKUU CUMBOJI rub ‘ al-Hizb wim najmat
al-Quds, accoruupyeMblil ¢ OJTHON U3 TJIABHBIX MYCYJIbMaHCKHUX CBATHIHb — MeueThio Kymon Cka-
sel (Masjid Qubbat as-Sahra) B Uepycanume, HO U3BECTHBIN B JIUTEPATYPE TaKKe IO/l HA3BaHUEM
«CeJIbIIKyKCKas 3Be3a» (Typ. Selcuklu Yildizi), koTopblii moJy4YnsI pacnpocTpanenre B CesTb/KyK-
CKOU MMIIEPUU B apPXUTEKTYPHOM JIeKOpe U JIEKOPAaTUBHO-IIPUKJIATHOM HCKYCCTBe (XyH0KeCTBEeH-
Has KepaMUKa, MeTaJT) B PA3IMYHBIX Bapuanusax. /IJ1nHa Kopiryca BhISIBJIEHHBIX capkodaros KoJie-
Os1eTCs B Ipeziesiax 52-266 ¢M IIpu MIUPUHE 19-68 ¢M U BBICOTE 13-56 CM; JIJIMHA IUTMHTA COCTABJISIET
oT 68 cM 10 288 cM TIpu MUPUHE 40-95 CM U TOJIIHUHE 5-10 cM. OUueBUIHO, pa3Mepbl capkodaros
OTPaKaIOT TPU BO3PACTHHIX KaTerOpUH MOTpeOeHHBIX: JETCKUE, IIOPOCTKOBBIE, B3pocible. Capko-
¢dar N2 40 nmeer simtaduio Ha apabckom sa3bike nouepkoM kygu XI-XII BB. Bee capkodaru, pacrio-
JIO>KEeHHBIE in Situ, OpUEHTHUPOBAHKI B 3a11a/THOM HAIIPABJIE€HUH U YKA3bIBAIOT HA PACIIOIOKEHHUE IO/
HUMU NOrpebeHn, 04eBU/THO, UMEIOIINX TAKYIO K€ OPUEHTAI[UI0 U COBEPIIEHHBIX B YJITMHEHHBIX
MIPAMOYTOJIBHBIX KaMEHHBIX ANTUKaxX (IIUCThI). BeiABIeHHBIE capKkodaru JaTUpyIOTCA MOocaeqHen
tpeThio XI — XII BB. u ux nossyieHue B Jlepbente u Jlarectane cBsA3bIBAETCA C CEJIB/IXKYKCKOUM BOEH-
HO-TIOJINTUYECKOU U 3THOKYJIbTYPHOU 5KcIaHcuel Ha Boctounom KaBkase.

Karoueswvte cnosa: KaBkas; /lepOeHT; cpeHEBEKOBBIM MYCyJIbMAHCKHUM HEKPOIIOJIb;, HAJAMO-
THJIbHBIE TAMATHUKH; capkodaru; Ceyp/KyKH.
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The discovery of the tombstones

In February-March of 2020 the Derbent archaeological expedition of the
Institute of History, Archeology and Ethnography of the DFRC of RAS conducted
an archaeological supervision as part of measures to ensure the preservation of
objects of cultural heritage of federal significance — the “Citadel, Ancient City and
Fortress Buildings of Derbent” — on the territory of the Nizami Ganjavi city park, at
the construction site of a fountain (Fig. 1, 2). This territory is located directly behind
the northern city defensive wall of the medieval city, in the area between Towers No.
46-50, i.e. outside the medieval Shahristan, at a distance of about 70 m from the
defensive wall.

It should be noted only two excavations were planned in the area of the park
(Fig. 2) — Excavation area 22, where a medieval Muslim cult object was discovered,
known in the 18th — 19th centuries under the names Bab al-Qiyama (Arab.), Kiyamat-
kapy (Turk.), Dar-i Qiyamat (Pers., the “Gate of Resurrection”, the “Gate of Judgment
day”) [1, p. 29-39; 2, p. 20-37; 3, P- 35-36], and Excavation area 33, where an early
Muslim burial ground was identified, dating the late 8th — early gth centuries [4, pp.
202-226]. In 2014, in the northern section of the park, a few dozen meters south of the
modern construction site, when digging a pit for the construction of a sports complex
without conducting any archaeological supervision, ignoring federal legislation in the
field of cultural heritage protection, several dozen burials in stone boxes-cists of a
medieval Muslim burial ground were destroyed; as a result, the construction of the
sports complex was halted, and the object was included in the register of identified
objects of cultural heritage.

According to the initial project, the site (72x72 m) for the construction of the
fountain was located in the central part of the park parallel to the northern city wall
(Fig.1,2). Later, inregard to the archaeological objects discovered during the work, the
territory of the future fountain was moved 25 m to the North-East-East. The examined
area had been subjected to active economic impact, and the upper layers had been
disturbed by digging during the laying of urban communications and earthworks for
the park that was previously located there. No cultural stratifications were observed
on the territory of the construction site. The upper layer, with a thickness of 30-40 cm
in the northern and eastern parts of the construction site to 70-80 cm in the southern
and western parts of the construction site, was a gray-brownish, gray-colored loam of
medium density, of an obvious alluvial nature. The upper part of this layer contained
modern waste. It was underlain by a layer of brownish, dense, packed sandy loam,
the thickness of which has not been determined. In this layer and on the border with
the overlying loam layer, the objects of archaeological heritage described below were
identified. That is, the overlying alluvial layer had formed after the occurrence of
these objects, probably as a result of the periodic accumulation of inflatable soil as a
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result of the influence of predominant north-westerly winds, the deposition of soil by
water flows from the mountains and the use of this territory for gardening plots in the
18th (possibly earlier) — the first half of the 20th centuries, indicated on the plans of
the city of the specified time.

In the process of observing the dismantling of old storm-water drain lines that ran
in the western part of the construction site at a depth of 0.9-1.5 m from the daytime
surface, several randomly lying sarcophagus-like tombstones and their fragments
were discovered in the trenches under these lines (hereinafter, for convenience’s
sake, these monuments will be called “sarcophagus”, i.e. a tombstone monument in
the form of a stone coffin, tomb) (Fig. 3).

During further examination in the western and south-western part of the
construction site on a plot of 1500 sq. m (60x25 m) at a distance of 70-130 m to the
north-west from tower 47 of the northern city wall, 81 sarcophagus-like tombstones
(No. 1-81) made of local (Derbent) sandstone were identified and cleared (Fig. 4, 5).

The discovered sarcophagus-like tombstones, also known in the literature as
sarcophagi, chests, chest-shaped, semi-cylindrical, are made of single stone monoliths,
and consist of the upper part — the body — and a protruding rectangular plinth. All
unearthed sarcophagi have a solid structure, their body is not hollow. All tombstones,
with the exception of Sarcophagus No. 40, have no inscriptions or epitaphs on them.

Description of the identified sarcophagi

The following is a description of sarcophagus-like tombstones extracted from
trenches under sewer and storm lines.

Extracted Sarcophagus No. 1 (Fig. 3a) has a semicircular body in cross-section,
slightly asymmetrical, at the base of the body there is a narrow pedestal (2x3 cm). Its
end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone: body length — 214-222
(base — top), width — 46 cm, height — 43-48 cm; plinth: total length — 237 c¢m, total
width — 80 cm, thickness — 10 cm.

Extracted Sarcophagus No. 2 (Fig. 3b) has a semicircular body in cross-section,
slightly asymmetrical. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 126-130%x25x22 cm; plinth — 143x60x10 cm.

Extracted Sarcophagus No. 3 (Fig. 3c) has a semicircular body in cross-section,
slightly asymmetrical. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 155-160x32-36%35 cm; plinth — 168x80x10 cm.

Extracted Sarcophagus No. 4 (Fig. 3d) has a semicircular body in cross-section, at
the base of the body there is a narrow step-like skirting (4.5x1.5 cm). Dimensions of
the tombstone: body — 150x40x35 cm; plinth — 170x88x10 cm.

The following is a description of 81 sarcophagus-like tombstones discovered in
situ, as well as the remains of stone fences, two platforms-pedestals for tombstones
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and a stone box-cist, on which a sarcophagus had also been installed. All the revealed
sarcophagi were lying in situ, some of them were slightly disturbed, tilted, or
damaged. With a long axis, they were oriented to the western sector, mainly in the
direction of NEE-SWW. The discovery of these massive tombstones in situ indicates
the location of burials under them that have the same orientation. We note that the
sarcophagi (upper marks) lay at depths from 0.4 m to 1.15 m with a gradual decrease
in their occurrence to the north and south in accordance with the general terrain. The
plinths and bottoms of the sarcophagi mark the daytime surface of the time of their
installation over the burial.

During the cleaning, a rectangular structure was revealed in the northern part of
the site, consisting of wide, finely-dressed rectangular stone slabs placed vertically
on a longitudinal edge, forming a partially enclosed territory, indicated Enclosure
No. 1 (Fig. 4-6). It has internal dimensions of about 4.7x8.3 m and is oriented with
a long axis along the NEE-SWW line. The western (transverse) wall of the enclosure
consists of three slabs placed close to each other (132x80-83%22 cm; 170x82x23 cm;
168x95-100%x23-25 cm). The southern (longitudinal) wall includes four slabs, one
of which is smaller (107x49%x25-28 cm) compared to the others (253x79x23 cm;
209x78x23 cm; 273x75%x23 cm) and lies flat; the two extreme slabs are tilted to the
north. The extreme western slab of the southern wall abuts perpendicularly to the
western transversal wall. Only one slab (228 x92x23 ¢m) survived from the northern
wall, perpendicular to the northern edge of the eastern wall. The eastern wall consists
of two slabs measuring 220x59x20-25 cm, and 209x57x28 cm respectively. This wall
does not reach the junction with the southern wall, forming a 55 cm wide passage in
the south-eastern corner of the enclosure, which was evidently closed with a wooden
beam; this fact is justified by the presence on the end sides of the opposing slabs of
the corresponding rectangular facing each other grooves for beams that are on the
same level.

Four sarcophagus-like tombstones (Sarcophagi Nos. 1-4) were found in the
enclosed area (Fig. 4, 6), oriented with a long axis along the NEE-SWW line.

Sarcophagus No. 1 (Fig. 7, 8) has a body of a sub-rectangular shape in cross-
section with beveled longitudinal edges and a wide plinth protruding 22 c¢m in each
direction from the longitudinal faces of the body. The body of the sarcophagus has
a slight asymmetry; its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 197x29x40 cm; plinth — 200x74x9cm. The top of the sarcophagus body is
decorated in the western part with a grooved eight-pointed star carved on the sub-
square platform, in the eastern part — with a rectangular groove (16x14x2.5 cm)
carved on the sub-square platform.

Sarcophagus No. 2 (Fig. 7, 9) has a body of a sub-rectangular shape in cross-
section with beveled longitudinal edges and a wide plinth protruding 20 cm in each
direction from the longitudinal faces of the body. The body of the sarcophagus has
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a slight asymmetry; its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 204%x28x%39-42 cm; plinth — 208x69x9 cm. The upper part of the body from
the western and eastern ends is decorated on rectangular platforms with two cut-
out grooved eight-pointed stars, between which two parallel grooves run (length —
124 c¢cm, width — 3 cm).

Sarcophagus No. 3 (Fig. 7, 10) has a body of a sub-rectangular shape in cross-
section with beveled longitudinal edges and a wide plinth protruding 20-25 cm in each
direction from the longitudinal faces of the body. The body of the sarcophagus has
a slight asymmetry; its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 192x36%x43-47 cm; plinth — 198%x76-78x10 ¢m. On the top of the sarcophagus
at the western and eastern ends, paired two-frame rectangular grooves with a size of
18x15.5%2 cm each are carved on square platforms. On the eastern end face of the
sarcophagus there is an inset linear geometric image (of a mosque?).

Sarcophagus No. 4 (Fig. 6, 11) has a body with a semicircular section with a
slightly pointed top and a wide plinth protruding 17 cm in each direction from the
longitudinal faces of the body. The body of the sarcophagus has a slight asymmetry;
its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 200-210x30-
33%43-45.5 cm; plinth — 215x65%x10 cm.

In the western half of the enclosed area in situ there are two, almost identical in
size (292x83x17 cm; 288x82x17 cm), massive slabs, tightly adjacent to each other
and forming a kind of platform, marked Platform No. 1 (Fig. 5, 6). The slabs have
one long and narrow cut-out groove in the center of their longitudinal edges facing
each other, which form a rectangular niche at the junction of the slabs — an “opening”
measuring 147x27 cm (Fig. 6). Evidently, a sarcophagus was once installed on this
platform, judging by the location of Sarcophagus No. 40 on a similar pedestal of stone
slabs (see below).

During the cleaning of the eastern wall of the enclosure, directly under the bottom
of the corner slab from the inside, at the level corresponding to the bottom near
Sarcophagi Nos. 1, 2 and close to the ancient day surface, an iron head of a flanged
mace (Rus. shestopyor/pernach) was found lying in situ (Fig. 12). It rested at a slight
inclination, was turned outward by the hole of the shaft, and the top being under the
slab. The circumstances of the discovery and location, the absence of deformation
of this section of the fence wall and the displacement of the slab under which the
mace head was found, the position of the find indicate that the head of the mace was
intentionally placed under the slab. The fact that the head was placed under the slab
without the handle is curious — no remnants of wood (impregnated with iron oxides
or in the form of dust, as is usually observed) inside the iron shaft was found.

A long stone slab (305x85x23 cm) continues the western wall of Enclosure No. 1
in the south direction, which is clearly the remains of the western transverse wall of
another enclosed section of the necropolis — Enclosure No. 2 (Fig. 5, 6). In the area
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between this slab and the southern wall of Enclosure No. 1, there was Sarcophagus
No. 5 and a stone box.

Sarcophagus No. 5 (Fig. 5, 6, 13) has a low semicircular body in cross-section
and a wide plinth protruding 24 c¢m in each direction from the longitudinal faces
of the body. At the western upper edge of the body there is an oval-shaped groove
(15x10%2.5 cm). Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 190x28x22 cm; plinth — 200-
207x70-86x10 cm.

Stone box (Fig. 5, 6, 13) is composed of four rectangular stone slabs placed on
an edge, finely-dressed. It is oriented with a long axis along the east-west line. The
northern and southern longitudinal walls of the box are represented by two massive
slabs, measuring 205x23x71 ¢cm and 198x21x64 cm, respectively; the western
and eastern end walls are also formed by two slabs, but smaller (57x20x30 cm;
50x20x56 cm; the top is broken off). The dimensions of the internal interslab space
are 203x64 cm. Judging by the level of deposition of the box, it is possible that this is
not the actual burial structure, but a pedestal on which the sarcophagus was installed.
The box was not opened.

Outside Enclosure No. 1, beside its western wall, two sarcophagus-like tombstones
were discovered lying side by side — Sarcophagi Nos. 6 and 7 (Fig. 5, 6). They are a
separate pair of tombstones, which, apparently, mark the kinship of the buried.

Sarcophagus No. 6 (Fig. 5, 6, 14a) has a partially surviving body, the top is broken
off; at the base of the body there is a step-like skirting measuring 1.5x1.5 cm; a wide
plinth protrudes 18 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 205x37x20-23 (surviving height) cm; plinth —
230x73%x5-6 cm.

During the cleaning near the northern floor of Sarcophagus No. 6, an accumulation
of burnt bricks was revealed, including two whole ones, measuring 21-22x21-22x4 cm
(Fig. 259). Bricks of this format were widespread since the 11th century.

Sarcophagus No. 7 (Fig. 5, 6, 14b) has a low semicircular body with a slightly
pointed top and a wide plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal
faces of the body. At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 4.5 (width)
x1.5 (height) cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 165x31x18 c¢m; plinth —
198x82x10 cm.

The following Sarcophagi Nos. 8-10 also represent a separate group of tombstones
(Fig. 156, 158a), located close to each other and, possibly, marking the kinship of the
buried. It should be noted that these sarcophagi represent one type.

Sarcophagus No. 8 (Fig. 5, 6, 15, 8) has a pointed body in cross-section and a wide
plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x1.5 cm Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 203x43x30-35 cm; plinth — 232x95%x9 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 9 (Fig. 5, 6, 15, 9) has a pointed body in cross-section and a plinth
protruding 17 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body. At the base
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of the body there is a two-step skirting, each of the steps measuring 2.0-2.5%x1.5 cm.
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 130x32x26 cm; plinth — 151x67x9 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 10 (Fig. 5, 6, 15, 10) has a pointed body in cross-section and a
wide plinth protruding 22 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the
body. At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 3x2.5 cm. Dimensions of
the tombstone: body — 150x35x26 cm; plinth — 196x80x14 cm.

The following Sarcophagi Nos. 11-13 (Fig. 5, 6, 15, 11-13) also represent a separate
group of tombstones located close to each other and possibly indicating the kinship
of the buried.

Sarcophagus No. 11 (Fig. 5, 6, 15, 11) has a pointed body in cross-section and a wide
plinth protruding 24 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the sarcophagus body there is a step-like skirting measuring 3x2 cm.
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 217x40%x27-30 cm; plinth — 246x89x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 12 (Fig. 5, 6, 15, 12) has a semicircular (slightly pointed) body
in cross-section and a wide plinth protruding 24 cm in each direction from the
longitudinal faces of the body. The body of the sarcophagus has a slight asymmetry;
its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 206-
218x35x35 cm; plinth — 226x84x9 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 13 (Fig. 5, 6, 15, 13) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a wide plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the
body. At the base of the sarcophagus there is a step-like skirting measuring 1.5x1.5 cm.
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 235x38x40 cm; plinth — 254x89x10 cm.

The following Sarcophagi Nos. 14-16 are located south of the group of Sarcophagi
Nos. 11-13, individually, at a certain (0.75-1.5 m) distance from each other (Fig.
5). They also represent one type of a pointed cross-section of the body and differ
from other sarcophagi of this type by a narrow plinth, which is a slightly protruding
pedestal. Their possible typological similarity and relative proximity of the location
indicates the kinship of the buried.

Sarcophagus No. 14 (Fig. 16, 14) has a pointed body in cross-section and a narrow
plinth protruding 9 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 209x61x50 c¢cm; plinth — 224x79x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 15 (Fig. 16, 15) has a pointed body in cross-section and a narrow
plinth in the form of a step, protruding 3 cm in each direction from the longitudinal
faces of the body. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 208x64x50 cm; plinth —
217x70x10 CIm.

Sarcophagus No. 16 (Fig. 16, 16) has a pointed body in cross-section and a narrow
step-like plinth, protruding 4.5 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the
body. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 203x68x47 ¢cm; plinth — 216x77%x10 cm.

Sarcophagi Nos. 17 and 18 are located close to each other (Fig. 5, 17, 18, a); both of
them have similar small sizes, and belong to the same type which, obviously, indicate
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a buried pair of closely related children, judging by the size of the sarcophagi. This
may be indirectly indicated by the discovery near Sarcophagus No. 17 on the north
side of two fallen stone columns with grooves for wooden beams (Fig. 5, 17, 18, a)
from a once-existing fence (Enclosure No. 2).

Sarcophagus No. 17 (Fig. 5,17, 18, a) has a pointed body in cross-section and a wide
plinth protruding 17 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body. At the
base of the body there is a two-step skirting, each of the steps measuring 2.0x1.5 cm.
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 113x30%24 c¢m; plinth — 140x64x6 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 18 (Fig. 5, 17, 18, a) has a pointed body in cross-section and a
wide plinth protruding 14 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the
body. At the base of the body there is a two-step skirting, each of the steps measuring
2x1.5 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 110x28-33x20-22 cm; plinth —
132x57x6 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 19 (Fig. 5, 17, 18, b, ¢) is located slightly to the south of a pair
of Sarcophagi Nos. 17, 18, has a pointed body in cross-section and a wide plinth
protruding 22 c¢m in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body. At the
base of the body there is a two-step skirting, each of the steps measuring 1.5x1.5 cm.
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 239%x45x41 cm; plinth — 270x90x2 cm.

Sarcophagi Nos. 20-22 are located close to each other, forming a territorial, and
possibly related group (Fig. 5, 17, 19).

Sarcophagus No. 20 (Fig. 19, a) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 12 c¢m in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2x2 cm.
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 237-244x45%56 cm; plinth — 269x70x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 21 (Fig. 19, a) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 20 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 1.5x2.5 cm.
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 211-218x40x50 c¢m; plinth — approximately
230 (the eastern edge is broken off) x80x8 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 22 (Fig. 19, a) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 15 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 169-179x38x27-30 cm;
plinth — 177x68x5 cm.

Sarcophagi No. 23 (“adult”) and 24 (“child”), located next to each other (Fig. 5, 17),
probably represent an individual pair.

Sarcophagus No. 23 (Fig. 19, b) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
wide plinth protruding 21 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the
body. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 182x33x28 c¢m; plinth — 207x77x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 24 (child) (Fig. 19, b) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 14 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
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asymmetrical body. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 73-77x19-25%x25 cm;
plinth — 9ox50x5 cm.

1.0-1.3 m west of Sarcophagi Nos. 23 and 24 there is a cluster of 15 tombstones —
Sarcophagi Nos. 25-39 (Fig. 5, 17, 20). Sarcophagi Nos. 25-32 form the first row of
burials, “adolescent” Sarcophagi Nos. 33-38 — the second row; the third row comprises
a single small “child” Sarcophagus No. 39. Whole and fragments of stone columns
of the fence were also revealed here, marked Enclosure No. 3 (Fig. 5, 17, 20). Four
columns stand vertically in situ. Three of them are located along the same axial line
(in the N-S direction), at an equal (about 1.2 m) distance from each other and enclose
the site from the west side, following the sarcophagi of the first row (Sarcophagi Nos.
25-32). The fourth column with grooves is located in situ in a vertical position to the
south-east — at the corner of Sarcophagus No. 31, on the border of the first and second
rows of tombstones. It is obvious that this fence marks some kind of social group of
burials located on the same plot tightly to each other and including both sarcophagi
of “adults” and sarcophagi of “adolescent” and “children” burials.

Sarcophagus No. 25 (Fig. 20, 21, a, b) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 14 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x2 cm.
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 215x48x36-40 cm; plinth — 235%x90x9 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 26 (Fig. 20) has a pointed body in cross-section and a wide
plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal edges of a slightly
asymmetrical body. The end faces of the body are slightly beveled. At the base of the
body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x1 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body —
222-225%x48x40 cm; plinth — 252x100x9 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 27 (Fig. 20) has a pointed body in cross-section and a plinth
protruding 14 cm in each direction from the longitudinal edges of a slightly
asymmetrical body. The end faces of the body are slightly beveled. At the base of the
body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x1 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body —
145-147%x26x29 cm; plinth — 167x54x8 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 28 (child) (Fig. 20, 21, c¢) has a pointed body in cross-section and
a wide plinth protruding 20 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the
body. At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 4x1 cm. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 52x20x13 cm; plinth - 68x40x5 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 29 (Fig. 20, 21, d, e) has a pointed body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 15 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x2.5 cm. In the center of
the top of the body there is a carved round conical groove (d=5 cm, depth — 3 cm).
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 134x33x23-30 c¢m; plinth — 160x63x8 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 30 (Fig. 20, 22, a) has a pointed body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 15 cm in each direction from the longitudinal edges of a slightly
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asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the base of the body there
is a skirting measuring 1.5x1.5 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 209-
213%41x32-40 cm; plinth — 228x70x6 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 31 (Fig. 20) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a narrow
plinth protruding 8 cm in each direction from the longitudinal edges of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 180-186x34x32 cm; plinth — 201x49x8 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 32 (Fig. 20) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a wide
plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal edges of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 170-176x30-36%x37 cm; plinth — 204x84%10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 33 (Fig. 20, 22, b) has a pointed body in cross-section and a wide
plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x2.5 cm. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 147x38x36 cm; plinth — 167x75x5 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 34 (child) (Fig. 20, 22, c¢) has a pointed body in cross-section
and a plinth protruding 15 c¢m in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the
body. At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2x2 ¢cm. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 115x32x23 cm; plinth — 137x60x%5 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 35 (child) (fig. 20, 22, d) has a pointed body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 20 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x1.5 cm. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 106x28x22 cm; plinth — 126x68x5 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 36 (child) (Fig. 20) has a pointed body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 18 c¢m in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x2 cm. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 80x29x22 cm; plinth — 94x64x5 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 37 (child) (Fig. 20) has a pointed body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 16 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x1.5 cm. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 110x24x22 cm; plinth — 133x57x5 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 38 (child) (Fig. 20) has a pointed body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 15 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 3x2.5 cm. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 88x27x20 cm; plinth — 100x66x5 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 39 (child) (Fig. 20) has a pointed body in cross-section and a
wide plinth protruding 22 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the
body. At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2x2.5 cm. Dimensions of
the tombstone: body — 79x23x22 ¢m; plinth — 94x67x5 cm.

We should point out that all sarcophagi located inside Enclosure No. 3 (Sarcophagi
Nos. 25-30, 33-39), with the exception of Sarcophagi Nos. 31 and 32, located slightly
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to the south outside the enclosure, have a pointed shape in the cross-section of the
body and a slightly protruding plinth. Closely positioned Sarcophagi Nos. 31 and 32
have semi-cylindrical bodies (semicircular in cross-section) and lack the skirting.
These two sarcophagi may represent an independent pair of burials.

Sarcophagus No. 40 (Fig. 5, 23-25) is located separately, has a pointed, slightly
asymmetrical body with a narrow plinth, protruding 7 cm on both longitudinal faces.
The end faces of the body are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone: body -
186-190%x62x41-48 cm; plinth - 196x76x12 cm. On the southern longitudinal side of
the sarcophagus in the upper part there is an inscription-epitaph in Arabic in Kufic
script (Fig. 23, c, 24, b), reading: “This is the grave of Muhammad, the tinsmith
(lakhim). May Allah’s mercy be upon him” [5]. According to paleographic features,
the inscription dates the 11th — 12th centuries.

Sarcophagus No. 40 is placed on four stone slabs of different sizes (Fig. 23, a,
b, 24, 25), which form a platform-pedestal, similar to Platforms No. 1 and 2. The
dimensions of the slabs: eastern — 160x60x73 cm; central (southern and northern) —
length 175 cm (width cannot be determined due to the sarcophagus lying on top);
western — 137x61 cm.

A regionally isolated compact group of Sarcophagi Nos. 41-56 is located to the
south of the described sarcophagus (Fig. 5, 25, 26). On the north-western side, it is
enclosed by masonry of two horizontally laid recycled stone columns (143x24x31 cm;
125%x28x35 cm) with grooves and a short masonry of three rows of rubble stone
attached to them. One of the columns has grooves at the same level on two adjacent
faces, which indicates that this column was once a fence. The length of this enclosure
(Enclosure No. 4) is around 3.57 m.

The next territorial group, located south of the described sarcophagus, consists of
Sarcophagi Nos. 41-56.

Sarcophagus No. 41 (Fig. 25, 27, a, b) has a semicircular body in cross-section
and a wide plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of
a slightly asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. The monument rests
with its northern and eastern edges upon a single-row masonry of dressed and rubble
stones (Fig. 95a), which, as we believe, were specifically made for the horizontal
installation of the sarcophagus. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 187-190x32-
36x19-26 cm; plinth — 210x88x9 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 42 (Fig. 25) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a wide
plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 206-215%x36-38x24-27 cm; plinth — 230x92x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 43 (Fig. 25, 28, a) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 22 c¢m in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 185-189x30x%27 cm; plinth — 207x73%x10 cm.
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Sarcophagus No. 44 (Fig. 25, 28, a) has a pointed body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 22 c¢cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 3x2 cm. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 118x34x25 cm; plinth — 150x80x8 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 45 (Fig. 25, 26) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
wide plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the
body. At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x2 ¢cm. Dimensions of
the tombstone: body — 225x39%x36 cm; plinth — 236x88x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 46 (Fig. 25, 26, 28, b) has a semicircular body in cross-section
and a wide plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of
a slightly asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 192-201x34-40x18-31 cm; plinth — 212x88x8 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 47 (Fig. 25, 26) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 13 c¢m in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 206-212x40x30 cm; plinth — 225x67%x6 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 48 (Fig. 25, 26) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 22 c¢m in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the base of the body
there is a skirting measuring 4x3 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 205-
210%x36x33 cm; plinth — 228x80x6 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 49 (Fig. 25, 26) has a pointed body in cross-section and a wide
plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the base of the body there
is a skirting measuring 2.5x2.5 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 203-
214x40%46 cm; plinth — 230x94x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 50 (Fig. 25, 26) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a wide plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a
slightly asymmetrical body. At the base of the sarcophagus body there is a skirting
measuring 2x3 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 203-214x40x46 cm;
plinth — 230x94x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 51 (Fig. 25, 26, 28, c) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 20 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 198-215x40-45x40 cm; plinth — 221x83x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 52 (child) (Fig. 25, 26, 28, d) has a semicircular body in cross-
section and a wide plinth protruding 15 cm in each direction from the longitudinal
faces of a slightly asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the
western end of the upper body there are protrusions forming a rectangular platform
measuring 21x14 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 70-72x20x17 cm;
plinth — 81x50x10 cm.
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Sarcophagus No. 53 (child) (Fig. 25, 26) has a semicircular body in cross-section
and a wide plinth protruding 20 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a
slightly asymmetrical body. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 87-89x20-24x16-
20 cm; plinth — 103x63x9 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 54 (child) (Fig. 25, 26) has a semicircular body in cross-section
and a wide plinth protruding 14 ¢cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of
a slightly asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 74-85x25-27x26-29 cm; plinth — 90x54%10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 55 (Fig. 25, 26) has a semicircular body in cross-section
and a plinth protruding 14 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a
slightly asymmetrical body. At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring
2.5x3 cm. On the western end face of the body there is a partially broken-off
inset image of a rectangle, obviously a frame with a trapezoidal protrusion of the
tabula ansata type. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 243x50-56x50 cm;
plinth — 270x80x12 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 56 (Fig. 25, 26) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 17 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x1.5 cm. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 208x30x25 cm; plinth — 226x65x7 cm.

The following compact group of tombstones comprises Sarcophagi Nos. 57-79,
located in the southern part of the site (Fig. 5, 29).

Sarcophagus No. 57 (child) (Fig. 29, 30, a) has a semicircular body in cross-section
and a wide plinth protruding 20 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of
the body. At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2x3.5 cm. Dimensions
of the tombstone: body - 110x29x26 cm; plinth - 124x70x7 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 58 (child) (Fig. 29) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 13.5 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the base of the body there
is a skirting measuring 2.5x1.5 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 91-94x27-
32x18-20 cm; plinth — 100x56x7 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 59 (child) (Fig. 29) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
wide plinth protruding 15 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 70x22-24x15-20 cm; plinth — 85x54%x8 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 60 (Fig. 29, 30, b) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 15 c¢m in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the base of the body there is
a skirting measuring 2.5x1.5 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 189-196x33-
36x30-35 c¢m; plinth — 205x62x6 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 61 (Fig. 29) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 14 c¢m in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
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asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 203-210%40-42x31-38 cm; plinth — 225x68x8 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 62 (Fig. 29) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 20 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the body there is a bordering two-step skirting, each of the steps
measuring 1.5x1.5 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 195x48x46 cm;
plinth — 210x86x8 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 63 (Fig. 29) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a wide
plinth protruding 25 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 196-200%33-35x30 c¢m; plinth — 218x87x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 64 (Fig. 29, 30, ¢) has a semicircular body in cross-section
and a plinth protruding 18 c¢m in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a
slightly asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the base of the body
there is a skirting measuring 1.5x2 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 222-
228x44%28 cm; plinth - 250x79x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 65 (child) (Fig. 29) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 12 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of the body.
At the base of the body there is a skirting measuring 2.5x1.5 cm. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 76x30%27 cm; plinth — 90x56x7 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 66 (Fig. 29, 30, d) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 18 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 180-190x3630 cm; plinth — 192x75x7 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 67 (child) (Fig. 29) has a semicircular in cross-section, slightly
asymmetrical body, the plinth is broken off. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the
base of the body there is a skirting measuring 1x1 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone —
110-118x29-33x33 cm; the thickness of the broken plinth — 5 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 68 (child) (Fig. 29) has a pointed body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 12 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the base of the body there is a
skirting measuring 1x1.5 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 105-110x30x30-
36 cm; plinth — 115x56%x6 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 69 (child) (Fig. 29) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 13 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the base of the body there
is a skirting measuring 2x2.5 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 110-116x31-
33x30 cm; plinth — 130x60x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 70 (Fig. 29) is cracked in the middle, has a semicircular body in
cross-section and a plinth protruding 12 cm in each direction from the longitudinal
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faces of a slightly asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions
of the tombstone: body — 212-214x44%37-43 cm; plinth — 235x70x6 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 71 (Fig. 29, 30, d) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
wide plinth protruding 24 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 165-175x36x30 cm; plinth — 179-193x86%10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 72 (Fig. 29) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 17 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the base of the sarcophagus
body there is a skirting measuring 2x2 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body —
215-225x45%40 cm; plinth — 235x82x8 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 73 (child) (Fig. 29) has a semicircular body in cross-section
and a wide plinth protruding 16 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of
a slightly asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 103-108%x31-32x31 cm; plinth — 126x65x10 cm.

A little to the south of the described group of tombstones there is a group of six
different types of Sarcophagi Nos. 74-79.

Sarcophagus No. 74 (Fig. 29) has a semicircular body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 20 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. On the top of the case there is
a deep (20 cm) artificially incised groove of a sub-triangular shape in cross-section,
made for the entire width of the body. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 257-
266x48-50x55 cm; plinth — 268x90x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 75 (child) (Fig. 29) has a plinth protruding 15 cm in each direction
from the longitudinal faces of the body; the top of the somewhat asymmetrical body
is broken off. Dimensions of the tombstone: body — 102-106x36x30 (surviving
height) cm; plinth — 118x69x8 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 76 (child) (Fig. 29, 30, f) has a semicircular body in cross-section
and a plinth protruding 12 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. At the base of the sarcophagus
body there is a skirting measuring 2x2 cm. Dimensions of the tombstone: body —
80-82x24x28 cm; plinth — 90x50x9 cm. The sarcophagus on the northern, eastern
and western sides at the base level is neatly lined with small stone blocks, which
somewhat enclose it from the neighboring sarcophagi and two of which may have
been recycled stone columns of the enclosure.

Sarcophagus No. 77 (child) (Fig. 29) has a pointed body in cross-section and a
plinth protruding 20 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. On the east side, a projecting
stone dressed rectangular block is laid underneath the sarcophagus. Dimensions of
the tombstone: body — 107-120x30x30-35 cm; plinth — 120x70x6 cm.
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All three of the described “children’s” Sarcophagi Nos. 75-77 lie almost close to
each other on the same line in the direction of NEE-SWW (Fig. 29).

Sarcophagus No. 78 (Fig. 29, 31, a) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 17 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
body — 205-214%35x23 cm; plinth — 225%x72x5 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 79 (Fig. 29, 31, b, ¢) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 16 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. On the western end face of the
body there is an inset image of a rectangular frame with a trapezoidal projection at
the top of the truncated tabula ansata type. Dimensions of the tombstone: body —
175-182x40x40 cm; plinth — 200x73x7 cm.

Sarcophagi Nos. 80 and 81 are located separately in the southern part of the
identified section of the necropolis (Fig. 29).

Sarcophagus No. 8o (Fig. 29, 31, d) has a semicircular body in cross-section and
a plinth protruding 22 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of a slightly
asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the tombstone:
the body — 187-190x33-35x37-40 c¢m; the plinth — 208x80x10 cm.

Sarcophagus No. 81 (Fig. 29, 31, d) has a low semicircular body in cross-section
and a wide plinth protruding 26 cm in each direction from the longitudinal faces of
a slightly asymmetrical body. Its end faces are slightly beveled. Dimensions of the
tombstone: body — 203-211x36-40x18-23 cm; plinth — 229x94x9 cm.

At a distance of about 1.5 m from Sarcophagus No. 81 there is a Platform No. 2 (Fig.
29, 32), which is a rectangular stonework measuring 220x215 cm of 7 flatly laid finely-
hewn rectangular slabs (dimensions: 93x52x15¢m; 120xX50%12 ¢m; 94x43x10 cm;
127X54%13 cm; 103X48x%15 cm; 103x52x15 cm; 123x48x15 ¢cm). From the north-
eastern side, two narrow long blocks (130x20x10 cm; 85x22x10 cm) are closely
attached to the stonework. The platform-pedestal is built in such a way that two
narrow, long (124x36 cm; 104x25 cm) rectangular interslab niches are formed in its
center, over which two sepulchral sarcophagus-like monuments are installed, as was
observed in the case of Sarcophagus No. 40 (see above). The belonging of the buried
to the same social group (members of the same kin) in this regard is unmistakable.

Some general remarks and typology of sarcophagi

Thus, during archaeological supervision on the territory of the construction site in
the Nizami Ganjavi park, 85 sarcophagus-like tombstones were discovered, of which
81 were in situ, i.e. at the site of their original installation, although some of them
were slightly shifted and tilted. These monuments mark the location of burials under
them, located probably at a depth of up to 1.5-1.8 m (judging by the norms of Muslim
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funeral rites). Clearly, the burial structures (chambers) located here, unopened
in accordance with the observations carried out and at the request of the Muslim
clergy of the city, judging by our supervision in other places of the city, are elongated
rectangular stone boxes (cists), composed of several finely dressed stone slabs (2-4
longitudinal, 2 transverse and 3-4 overlaying slabs) and in which the buried lie
stretched on their back or on their right side, with their head to the western sector
and their facial bones turned to the south, i.e. in the direction of the Qibla towards the
sacred Kaaba. All the tombstone sarcophagus-like monuments under consideration
have an orientation with a long axis along the east-west line, NEE-SWW, which
corresponds to the norms of Muslim funeral rites.

The length of the body of the identified sarcophagi ranges from 52 to 266 cm with
a width of 19-68 cm and a height of 13-56 c¢m; the length of the plinth ranges from
68 cm to 288 cm with a width of 40-95 cm and a thickness of 5-10 cm. Generally, the
longitudinal and end projections of the plinth from the face of the body are not the
same in width, and the longitudinal ones are in most cases much wider than the end
ones: the width of the plinth projection on the longitudinal side is on average about
20 c¢m, on the end side — up to 10 cm. The proportions of the sarcophagi — the ratio of
length, width, height — are generally maintained. The largest sarcophagus has a body
size of 257-266 (length) x 48-50 (width) x 55 (height) cm, with the plinth dimensions
being 288x90x10 cm. The smallest sarcophagus has a body size of 52x20x13 cm
with the plinth dimensions being 68x40x5 cm.

It should also be added that in most of the identified sarcophagi, the western part
of the body is slightly higher than the eastern one, i.e. they are slightly asymmetrical
and that is probably due to the orientation of the deceased’s head to the west. In a
significant part of sarcophagi with a tall body, the length at the base of the body is
slightly shorter than the top, i.e. the end walls of the body have a weak bevel, and not
a vertical face. Some sarcophagi have additional decorative elements on the body
(dressed longitudinal faces, a skirting, incised images on one of the end faces, square
platforms and geometric grooves on the top of the body). The presence of a narrow,
low skirting at the base of the body appears to be one of the essential additional
details of the design of the sarcophagus body: 39 sarcophagi have a one-step skirting,
4 — two-step. It should be noted that the sarcophagus-like tombstones known on the
territory of Dagestan, made of a single block, are completely monolithic, hollow or
have a long rectangular groove along the foot of the sarcophagus. Due to the fact
that the identified sarcophagi were in situ above the burials and during the studies
they were not moved or raised, the types they belong to remain undetermined. Four
sarcophagi extracted from stormwater drains are monolithic.

The unearthed sarcophagi in their form represent in general the same types of
sarcophagi that are known on the territory of Dagestan. According to the cross-section
of the body, they can be divided into three main types: 1) with a semicircular cross-
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section of the body (semi-cylindrical) (41 specimens), 2) with a pointed cross-section
(32 specimens), 3) with a rectangular cross-section of the body (2 specimens).

A special case is Sarcophagi Nos. 1-3, which can be conditionally considered
as variants of sarcophagi with a rectangular cross-section of the body, but having
dressed longitudinal edges on top and rectangular platforms with rectangular and
figured grooves. In two cases (Sarcophagi Nos. 1, 2), these are religious and decorative
elements — an eight-pointed star or a simplified octogram formed by the superposition
of two squares — a well-known Muslim symbol called Arab. rub'al-Hizb — “A quarter
of Hizb (1/60 of the Quran)”, najmat al-Quds — “The Star of Jerusalem”, sometimes
called “the Islamic star” and associated with one of the main Muslim shrines — the
Dome of the Rock (Arab. Masjid Qubbat as-Sahra) in Jerusalem [6], but also known
in literature as the “Seljuk star” (Turk. Selcuklu Yildiz1), which became widespread in
the Seljuk Empire in architectural decoration and decorative and applied art (artistic
ceramics, metal) in different variations.

These burials were surrounded by stone fences, in which slabs with grooves were
also used. In other areas, columns with grooves for installing wooden fence beams
were found. For the first time such stone columns with grooves were discovered
in Derbent during the excavations of the Muslim cult site “The Gates of the Day of
Judgment” (Turk. Kiyamat-kapy) of the 11th — early 13th century, which enclosed
the sacred territory. Similar columns were found during the survey of the Mountain
Wall in the village of Mitagi (Derbent district), where they enclosed a revered group of
burials with sarcophagus-like tombstones of the second half of the 11 — 12th centuries
[1, p. 29-39; 2, p. 20-37].

Among the type 2 sarcophagi (with a pointed cross-section of the body), sarcophagi
with a massive body and a narrow base, without a plinth, can be distinguished as a
separate subtype. These are Sarcophagi Nos. 14-16 located nearby and Sarcophagus
No. 40 lying separately — the only one with an epitaph [5]. Three Sarcophagi (Nos. 3,
55, 79) have carved frames on the western ends. Sarcophagus No. 79 has a rectangular
frame with a trapezoidal projection at the top, representing a truncated variation of
tabula ansata. Sarcophagi with similar frames have been recorded in Derbent, Jalgan,
Ghimeidi and other places.

Moreover, according to some morphological features of the body, certain specimens
can be distinguished into separate subtypes: Sarcophagus No. 5, the only one (with
the exception of Sarcophagi Nos. 1-3), that has a sub-rectangular groove at the top at
the western edge of the body, and Sarcophagus No. 52 — at the western edge of which
there are two projections on both sides forming a rectangular platform.

The most common forms of tombstones of the open necropolis on the territory of
the Nizami Ganjavi park are sarcophagi with a semicircular and pointed cross-section
of the body with medium-sized lateral projections (less than 20 cm wide), of which
there are 73 specimens or more than 90% of the total number of monuments. The
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identified site of the medieval Muslim necropolis of Derbent is currently the largest
in terms of the number of monuments represented on it on the territory of Dagestan
and the entire Eastern Caucasus.

Finds of ceramic products and the shestopyor

During the cleaning, a small number of fragments of ceramic vessels were found at
the level corresponding to or close to the level of the ancient day surface marked by
sarcophagi lying in situ, among which the following are distinguished:

— the lower half of a thick-walled red clay (with a gray fracture) glossy spheroconic
vessel (Find No. 9) (Fig. 33, 9), found near Enclosure No. 4 at the group of Sarcophagi
Nos. 41-56;

— a fragment of the neck with a weakly prominent rim of a thin-walled red clay jug
with a vertical, oval handle in cross-section (Find No. 1), extending from the rim to
the shoulder (Fig. 33, 7); found near Sarcophagus No. 71;

— a fragment of a rounded red clay bowl with a low vertical rim and an obscure,
slightly pointed rim with a diameter of 28 cm; the inner surface of the bowl is covered
with an engraving on a white engobe under a transparent colorless glaze, light
brown painting, as well as manganese smears along the edge of the rim (Find No. 2)
(Fig. 33, 2); found near Sarcophagi Nos. 20 and 22;

— a fragment of a massive flat base of a large red clay dish, the inner surface of
which is covered with engraved white engobe and polychrome painting (green and
brown spots), combined with engraving, under a transparent light yellow glaze; on
the lower side of the bottom — 7 concentric grooves; the diameter of the foot-ring is
30 cm (Find No. 3) (Fig. 33, 6); found near Sarcophagus No. 21;

— a fragment of a round-sided red clay bowl with a rim (diameter — 32 ¢cm) with a
slight groove along the upper edge, the inner surface of which is covered with a painted
white engobe on an uncoated potsherd under green glaze. A concentric groove runs
along the top of the rim (Find No. 4) (fig. 33, 3); found near Sarcophagi Nos. 15 and 16;

— a fragment of a ring-base (diameter - 9 cm) of a red clay bowl, the inner surface
of which is coated with a white engobe under green glaze (Find No. 5) (fig. 33, 4);
found between Sarcophagi Nos. 13 and 14;

— half of the ring-base (diameter - 10 cm) of a red clay bowl, the inner surface of
which is covered with chaotic engraving on a white engobe under mustard-colored
enamel and with manganese specks (Find No. 6) (fig. 33, 5); found near Sarcophagus
No. 9;

— a fragment of a large round-sided red clay bowl with a rim thickened in both
directions (38 cm in diameter), the inner surface of which is engraved on a white
engobe under colorless glaze and manganese specks (Find No. 7) (Fig. 33, 1); found
near Sarcophagi Nos. 1 and 3;

— a fragment of a massive oval in cross-section handle of a large red clay jug (Find
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No. 8) (Fig. 33, 8); found near Sarcophagi Nos. 42, 45 and the location of the fragment
of the spheroconic vessel.

The reviewed ceramic assemblage, despite its small number, is very indicative and
represents typical to the pre-Mongolian age (10th — beginning of the 13th c.) products.

Spheroconis vessels, which clearly have a multifunctional purpose, are a common
find in the monuments of the gth — 13th centuries of the Caucasus, Central Asia,
Crimea, Volga region, the Near East [7, pp. 117-138; 8, pp.201-213; 1982; 9, p. 231-
225, table XIV; 2003. pp. 380; 10, pp. 210-212; 11, pp. 255-266; 12, pp. 166-169; 13,
PP- 59; 14, Pp. 312; 15, pp. 346; 16].

Pottery, coated with green glaze applied over a layer of white engobe, appearing in
the 9th — 10th c., in the 11th-12th centuries become common examples of monochrome
glazed pottery; light engraving on engobe was widely used in the Caucasus and
Muslim East of that time [13, p. 63, 64, fig. 17, 5,6; 14. 300; 15, p. 346, tables 163, 4;
17, p. 278; 18, p. 196-198, fig. 3; 19, p. 24-27, 29, 30, fig. 9-11; 20, pp.85-90, No. 44,
46, 47; 21, fig. 30].

Specimens of glazed dishes in which polychromy is combined and coincides with
the engraved ornament are indicative of the monuments of the Caucasus and the
Near East of the pre-Mongol period [13, pp. 66-68, fig. 20, 21; 14, p. 310; 15, p. 346;
17, pp. 252, 254, fig. 3; 18, pp. 200, 201, fig. 5; 19, p. 18-22; 22, p. 28; 23, p. 380; 24,
p. 26; 25, pp. 4-5; 26, p. 59; 20, pp. 85-90, 111, 112, 120-122, NO. 43, 45, 70, 77; 21, fig.
585-622].

The burnt bricks, measuring 21-22x21-22x4 cm, discovered near Sarcophagus No.
6, apparently appearing in the 10th century, later became - widespread in Derbent
and Dagestan, the Caucasus and the Muslim East. In particular, they were used in the
construction of the architectural complex of the 10th — mid. 13th century, excavated
in the 1970s in the citadel of Derbent [27, p. 99, 103-104], the Juma mosque of Qala-
Quraish, dated by a piece panel of the mihrab to the 11th — 12th centuries [28, p.
17-57; 29, p. 138-145]. The bricks of this size can be found in medieval architectural
monuments of the -Caucasus of the 12th — 13th centuries, in particular, in Azerbaijan —
on the sites of Oren-Kala, Torpagh-kala, Shabran, Shamakhi, Kabala, in the walls of
the mausoleums of Yusif son of Kuseyr (1162), Momine Khanum (1184), Gunbad-e
Surkh (12th century), and others [30, p.188-190].

Of particular interest is the iron head of the mace-shestopyor found within the
fenced group of Sarcophagi Nos. 1-4 (Fig. 12). It has a cylindrical shaft for most of
its length, and only above the upper edge of the feather blades, the head turns into
a bell shape and is crowned with a small bump (finial). Six narrow high (about 60
mm long, up to 8 mm wide at the base and up to 14 mm high in the center), vertical
flanges (“feathers”), having a semi-oval shape, are set almost radially relative to the
central axis of the mace. The total height of the head is 12.0 cm, the width — 5.6 cm,
the external diameter of the shaft is 2.9 cm, the internal diameter of the shaft is
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2.3 cm, the depth of the conical shape of the shaft is 5.8 cm. Researchers date such
shestopyors-sheshpers in the range of the 13th — 15th c., or narrower — the 14th —
15th c., and associate their emergence in the Balkans, the Caucasus, Western and
Eastern Europe with the Byzantine, Golden Horde, Ilkhanate, and Iranian influence
(see eg.: 31, p. 222; 32, p. 29). The Derbent specimen appears to be the earliest one,
dating from the last third of the 11th — 12th c. and is associated with the presence of
Seljuk military contingents in the Eastern Caucasus [33].

Chronology and historical-cultural definition of sarcophagus-like
tombstones

The set of finds presented above chronologically fits into the framework of the 10th —
13th centuries. A narrower date of the identified section of the northern necropolis of
Derbent is given by the sarcophagus-like tombstones themselves, which researchers
date the 11th — 12th c. This is based on the date AH 469 / 1076-1077 AD, presented
in the epitaph, written in Arabic Kufic script on a large sarcophagus with a semi-
cylindrical top of a certain Mahmud b. Abi-1-Hasan, “the son of the murdered for the
faith” [29, p. 15-20; 34, p. 61, 266, tabl. II, 10-10] — the monument is located in the
southern Muslim cemetery of Derbent on a plot called Jum-jum. The famous print
of Adam Olearius of 1638 with a view of Derbent and its northern necropolis depicts
hundreds of similar gravestones (Fig. 34). In his memoirs about visiting Derbent, he
wrote: “On this side of Derbent we found an extremely large number of tombstones;
there were several thousand of them; they were taller than a man’s height, rounded
like a semicircle and hollowed out so that one could lie in them; Arabic and Syrian
writings were carved on them” [35, p. 486].

Prior to the discovery in 2020 of the discussed section of the northern necropolis
in Derbent, there were no more than 70 sarcophagus-like monuments of the specified
time, of which 43 are located in the venerated -Muslim shrine - the northern Derbent
cemetery of the 11th — 12th centuries Kyrkhlyar (from Turk. “Forty [martyrs-
shahids]”) near the gate of Kyrkhlyar-kapy (“Gate of the forty [martyrs]”; Arab. Bab
al-jihad — “The Gate of the Holy War”), which caught the attention of a Moscow
merchant Fedot Kotov, who visited the city in 1624 [36, p. 3]. Some of them had
faded Arabic texts in the style of flowering Kufic [29, pp. 124-127; 37, pp. 370-391].

C. Frahn earlier attributed these burials to the 11th — 12th centuries and on the
basis of the recorded by D. Kantemir legend about their belonging to the Oghuz
Turks. He notes that “this suggests the Seljuks, who conquered Georgia and other
Caucasian countries in the 11th century, and our tombstone inscriptions can be
attributed to this or the 13th century” [38, pp. 115-116; 39, p. 224]. It should be
noted that Adam Olearius also cites the same legend, and reports that “40 princes,
holy men” were buried in the cemetery, headed by “a king named Cassan, who came
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from the Okus tribe” [35, p. 486]. Later A.R. Shikhsaidov, then A.K. Alikberov
linked these burials with the sarcophagus-like tombstones to the strengthening of
the Oghuz, the Seljuk influence in the Caucasus, with the consolidation of Derbent
in the last third of 11th century under the Seljuk governors Yaghma and Sau-Tegin,
when the city became the military-political outpost of the Seljuk Empire in the
Caucasus, [29, p. 126-127, 387-388; 37, p. 383-386; 40, p. 146-148; 41, p. 484].
Recently, M.S. Gadjiev has summarized the information on these tombstones on
the territory of Dagestan, highlighted the historic areas of their concentration
(Derbent and its historic districts, Tabasaran, Haidak, Lakz) and also justified
their connection with the Seljuk military-political and ethno-cultural expansion,
with stationing of the Seljuk garrisons in the Eastern Caucasus, with Seljuk’s
military territory and religious policies, which contributed to the dissemination
and adoption of Islam [42, p. 10-22].

Some observations of social nature

First of all, let us discuss a separate group of burials marked by sarcophagus-like
tombstones Nos. 1-4. They are fenced with vertically placed, finely-dressed large
slabs forming a rectangular enclosure. The sarcophagi located inside have average
dimensions (length 200-215 cm, width 65-74 cm, height 49-55 cm). Three sarcophagi,
unlike other monuments of this section of the necropolis, have religious and decorative
details located on the top of the body at both ends (Fig. 6): Sarcophagus No. 1 (Fig.
7) has a deepened solid (nonlinear) equilateral eight-pointed star — an octogram “at
the head” and a subquadrate groove “at the feet”; Sarcophagus No. 2 (Fig. 8) has
similar two stars at both ends; Sarcophagus No. 3 (Fig. 9) — two paired recessed solid
rectangles at the ends of the body, as well as an inset conventional image of a mosque
(?) on the western end face of the body. Sarcophagus No. 4 has a strongly compressed
pointed, almost semi-cylindrical shape. In the western half of this fenced area in situ
there was an elevated pedestal, on which another unpreserved sarcophagus had been
once installed.

The presence of specifically designed, decorated sarcophagi, a stone pedestal
located inside a fenced area suggests that this is a specially designated memorial place
where representatives of one social group (members of the same kin, representatives
of the religious and military estate), who occupied an uncommon position in the
social hierarchy of the medieval city, were buried. This may also be evidenced by
the discovery of a prestigious weapon within this area. Researchers have repeatedly
pointed out the social status of maces, which served as a symbol of a certain (state,
administrative, military) power and were part of the equipment of a certain category
of soldiers who occupied commanding positions in the structure of the army. In our
case, the place of finding of the iron head of the male — within a separate group of
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burials surrounded by a fence and distinguished by the design of tombstones — seems
to be consistent with the observations of researchers about the socially meaningful
nature of this type of weapon.

The size and design of the sarcophagi obviously reflected the social, gender and
age differences of the deceased. In particular, small sarcophagi, apparently, belonged
to children, large — to adults. Small sarcophagi (measuring up to 120 cm in length),
which can be considered tombstones over child graves, are represented by 20
specimens (Nos. 24, 28, 35, 36, 38, 39, 52-54, 57-59, 65, 67-69, 73, 75-77), i.e., they
make up 25% of the total number of sarcophagi of this section of the necropolis. This
may indicate a high infant mortality rate. Several sarcophagi of slightly larger size are
adjacent to them (Nos. 17, 18, 34, 37, 44), which, presumably, are installed over the
burials of adolescents. Together with child ones, they already make up almost 31%.

All these sarcophagi are positionally adjacent to large sarcophagi. A group of
closely spaced Sarcophagi Nos. 25-39 is also curious, clearly forming a kin plot of the
necropolis. This clustered group was fenced, which is evidenced by several preserved
stone columns. The group comprises three major monuments (Nos. 25, 26, 30), with
a length of over 2 m, between which there are “children” (No. 28) and “adolescent”
(Nos. 27, 29) sarcophagi. Two large monuments (Nos. 31, 32) adjoin them from
the south, four “children” monuments (Nos. 35, 36, 38, 39) and three “adolescent”
(Nos. 33, 34, 37) monuments — from the east. Judging by the relative position of
the monuments, this isolated plot should be considered as a tribal, family group of
burials.

Moreover, in a separate section of tombstones Nos. 45-55, forming two rows of
sarcophagi, “children” monuments (No. 52-54) are surrounded by large (“adult”)
sarcophagi. It is possible that Sarcophagi Nos. 41-44, 56 also belong to this group.
The remains of a stone fence are recorded here and this group can also be considered
a kin plot of the necropolis. Sarcophagi Nos. 41-44 may also belong to this group.

Conclusion

Thus, as a result of archaeological supervisions carried out on the territory of the
Nizami Ganjavi park in Derbent, we identified a separate section of the medieval
city necropolis, numbering over 80 sarcophagus-like tombstones. The identified
objects of archaeological heritage date back to the third of the 11th — 12th centuries
and today represent the largest cluster of sarcophagus-like tombstones on the
territory of Dagestan and the Caucasus. Judging by the context, the identified burial
ground obviously has a continuation in the western direction. In total, over 150 of
such tombstones are concentrated on the medieval necropolises of Derbent. Taking
into account the burial ground of the Pirmeshki settlement (Pir-Dameshki), located
0.8 km south of the Naryn-Kala citadel and the satellite settlement of Derbent, the
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number of such monuments increases to 230. This makes Derbent not only the main
Caucasian center of the Seljuk empire in the Caucasus, but also the most significant
point of the migration wave caused by the Oghuz-Seljuk conquest, which entailed
significant changes in the ethno-cultural landscape of Derbent and the entire Eastern
Caucasus.

More than 500 sarcophagus-like tombstones, including the identified necropolis,
have been recorded on the territory of Dagestan. This calls for careful registration of
these monuments, their special and comprehensive study, including archaeological
one, their accurate classification, the solution of a number of issues of ethnocultural
and military-political history of the region.
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Fig. 1. View of Derbent with the designation of the place of archaeological observation (highlighted in

blue). On: Google Earth

Puc. 1. Bua JlepbenTa ¢ 0603HaYEHHEM MeCTa [IPOBEIEHUS apXE0JIOTHUECKUX HABIIOIeHHH (BBIIETIEHO
cuHuM kBagpaTom). ITo: Google Earth

e e
Lo o

% Pactkon XXXII

P

"‘k ~o "
s Packom XXIlT _ *
Q
$ 63\33\'\9 5

\ \,\aﬂ . : LW v
- et : ) i h\ |
Fig. 2. Derbent. Nizami Ganjavi Park. The site of the discovery of a Muslim necropolis (highlighted in blue).
On: Google Earth

Puc. 2. lep6ent. [Tapk um. Huzamu I'siapkeBu. YuacTok 00HAPY:KEHUS MyCYJIBMAHCKOTO HEKPOIIOJIA
(BeImesreHO cuHUM KBajsipaTtoMm). ITo: Google Earth
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Fig. 3. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Extracted sarcophagi No. 1-4

Puc. 3. lep6ent. Cpe/iHeBEKOBBIN MyCyIbMaHCKUH HEKPOIIOIh. V3BieueHHble capkodaru NeNQ 1-4
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Fig. 4. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. General view: a - from above from the NEE, 6 - from the north

Puc. 4. lep6enTt. Cpe/THEBEKOBBII MyCyJIbMaHCKUE HeKporoyk. Obmuii Busi: a — cBepxy ¢ CBB, 6 — ¢ ceBepa
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Fig. 5. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Plan

Puc. 5. [lep6ent. CpeziHeBeKOBBIM MyCyJIbMaHCKUN HEKPOIIOJIb. I1nan
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Fig. 6. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Fence No. 1, platform No. 1 and sarcophagi No. 1-14:
a — from above from the NEE, 6 — from the north

Puc. 6. [lepbent. Cpe/THEBEKOBBIN MyCyIbMaHCKHUE HeKpomosb. Orpaza N2 1, muromaaka NQ 1 u capkodaru
NoNo 1-14: a — Buz cBepxy ¢ CBB, 6 — Buz ¢ ceBepa
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Fig. 7. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 1-3

Puc. 7. lep6enT. CpeHEBEKOBBIA MyCyIbMaHCKHUI HeKpomosib. Capkodaru NON? 1-3
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Fig. 8. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagus No. 1

Puc. 8. Jlep6enT. CpenHEBEKOBBIN MyCyJIbMaHCKHUH HeKpomoyb. Capkodar NO 1
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Fig. 9. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagus No. 2

Puc. 9. [lepbent. CpeiHEBEKOBBIN MyCyJIbMaHCKUI HEKporosib. Capkodar N2 2
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Fig. 10. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagus No. 3

Puc. 10. lep6enTt. Cpe/THEBEKOBBIN MyCyIbMaHCKUE HeKpomosb. Capkodar N2 3
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Fig. 11. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagus No. 4

Puc. 11. Jlep6enT. CpeHEBEKOBBIN MyCyJIbMaHCKHIE Hekporosb. Capkodar NO 4

Fig. 12. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Iron head of the mace

Puc. 12. Jlep6enT. CpeiHEBEKOBHIN MyCYJIbMaHCKUI HEKPOIIOJIb. JKele3Hoe HaBepIue OyJ1aBbl
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Fig. 13. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Stone box and sarcophagus No. 5

Puc. 13. /lepbenT. CpeiHEBEKOBBIN MyCYJIbMaHCKUN HEKPOIIOJIb. KaMeHHBIN AUk U capkodar N2 5
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Fig. 14. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 6 (a, 6) and 7 (8, 1)

Puc. 14. Jlepbent. CpenHeBEKOBbIN MyCyIbMaHCKUE HeKpotoJib. Capkodaru NeN¢e 6 (a, 6) u 7 (8, 1)
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Fig. 15. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 8-10 (a) and 11-13 (6)

Puc. 15. [lepbent. CpelHEBEKOBBIN MyCyJIbMaHCKUM HEKpo1oyib. Capkodaru NeNe 8-10 (a) u 11-13 (6)
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Fig. 16. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 14 (a, 6) and 15, 16 (8)

Puc. 16. Jlepbent. CpeHEBEKOBHIN MycCyIbMaHCKUE HeKkpotmosib. Capkodaru NeN? 14 (a, 6) u 15, 16 (B)
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Fig. 17. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 14-39. View from the NEE from above

Puc. 17. lep6ent. CpeziHeBeKOBBIM MyCyJIbMaHCKUY Hekporoyb. Capkodaru NON¢ 14-39. Buy ¢ CBB cBepxy
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Fig. 18. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 17, 18 (a,) and 19 (6, B)

Puc. 18. Jlepb6enT. Cpe/THEBEKOBBIN MyCyIbMaHCKHUH HeKpomoJib. Capkodaru NeN? 17, 18 (a) u 19 (6, B)
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Fig. 19. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 20-22 (a) and 23, 24 (6)

Puc. 19. /lep6ent. CpeHeBeKOBBIH MyCYJIbMaHCKUN HEKpOIoJib. Capkodaru NeNe 20-22 (a) u 23, 24 (6)
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Fig. 20. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Group of sarcophagi No. 25-39.
General view (a — from SE, 6 — from the north) and plan (8)

Puc. 20. Jlep6enT. CpeHEBEKOBBIN MyCyJIbMAaHCKUH HEKPOIOJb. I'pynma capkodaros NeNe 25-39.
O6mwui Bup (a — ¢ FOB, 6 — ¢ ceBepa) u mwiaH (B)

1065



HUcropusna, apxeosiorua u arHorpacdua Kaskasza T. 17. N2 4. 2021

Fig. 21. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 25 (a, 6), 28 (8), 29 (r, 1)

Puc. 21. Jlep6ent. CpeHeBEKOBBIH MyCyJIbMaHCKHE Hekporosib. Capkodaru NONe 25 (a, 6), 28 (), 29 (t, 1)
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Fig. 22. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 30 (a), 33 (6), 34 (8), 35 (1)

Puc. 22. Jlep6enT. CpeZiHEBEKOBBIH MYCYJIbMAaHCKUH HEKPOIIOJIb.
Capxodaru NeNe 30 (a), 33 (6), 34 (8), 35 (r).
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Fig. 23. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagus No. 40

Puc. 23. Jlep6ent. CpeZiHeBeKOBBIM MyCyJIbMAaHCKUN HeKpomoJib. Capkodar N2 40
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Fig. 24. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagus No. 40. Plan and sections

Puc. 24. [lep6enT. CpeiHEBEKOBBIN MyCyJIbMaHCKUE HeKporosb. Capkodar N 40. [1naH u pa3pessl
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Fig. 25. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis.
Group of sarcophagi No. 40-56. View from SE from above

Puc. 25. Jlep6enT. CpeTHEBEKOBBIN MyCYJIbMaHCKUN HEKPOIIOJIb.
I'pynma capkodaroB NeN9 40-56. Buz ¢ CB cepxy.
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oepalda No4

Fig. 26. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis.
Group of sarcophagi No. 43-56. View from SSW

Puc. 26. Jlep6ent. CpeiHeBeKOBBIA MyCYJIbMaHCKUN HEKPOIIOJIb.
I'pymma capkodaroB NON? 43-56. Bua ¢ FOI03.

Fig. 27. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagus No. 41

Puc. 27. [lepbenT. CpeiHEBEKOBBIN MyCYJIbMaHCKII HeKponosib. Capkodar N2 41
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Fig. 28. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 43 (a), 44 (6), 51 (B), 52 (1)

Puc. 28. [lepbenT. CpelHEBEKOBBIN MyCyIbMaHCKUI HEKPOIIOIb.
Capkodaru NON? 43 (a), 44 (a), 46 (6), 51 (8), 52 (1)
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Fig. 29. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Group of sarcophagi No. 57-81 and platform N¢ 2. View from
NE from above

Puc. 29. Jlep6ent. CpeyHeBeKOBBIM MyCyJIbMAaHCKUN HeKpoIoutb. ['pynmna capkogaros NON¢ 57-81 u
mwiomaaka Ne 2. Buz c CB cBepxy
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Fig. 30. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 57 (a), 60 (6), 64 (8), 66 (1), 71 (1), 76 (e)

Puc. 30. lep6ent. Cpe/iHEBEKOBBIN MyCYIbMaHCKUH HEKPOIIOJIb.
Caprodaru NON¢ 57 (a), 60 (6), 64 (8), 66 (1), 71 (1), 76 (e)
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Fig. 31. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Sarcophagi No. 78 (a), 79 (6, B), 80 (1), 81 (1)

Puc. 31. [lep6enT. CpefHEBEKOBBIN MyCy/IbMAaHCKUH HEKPOITOJIb.
Capxodaru NoNe 78 (a), 79 (6, B), 80 (1), 81 (1)
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Fig. 32. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Platform Ne 2

Puc. 32. Jlep6enT. CpeHEBEKOBBIA MyCYJIbMaHCKUN HEKPOIIOJIb. [1momazka N2 2
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Fig. 33. Derbent. Medieval Muslim necropolis. Fragments of pottery

Puc. 33. Jlep6ent. CpeiHeBEKOBBIM MyCYyJIbMaHCKHH HEKPOIIOJIb. ®parMeHThl KepaMUUeCKUX U3/TeJTHH
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Fig. 34. Derbent and its necropolis. View from the north.
Engraving after a drawing of Adam Olearius, 1638.

Puc. 34. lep6eHT 1 ero Hekponoib. Buy ¢ ceBepa. I'paBropa no pucyHky Anama Oseapusi, 1638 T.
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